











oth Aw Base Gr 
MOPPeTT fielo 




















: VOL. XXIV FEBRUARY 15, 1941 NO. 4 









DLeitter 





VOL. XXIv NO. 4 
Intelligence Division Munitions Building 
Air Corps February 15, 1941 Wi on, D.C. 








The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aeronautics to the 


flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, and others connected’ 
with aviation. 
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Extended Flights From Panama Captains Guillermo Alegre and Enrique Ber- 


nales, of the Feruvian Army Air Corps. The 
Colonel Oldfield's Flight to Lima, Peru mission of these officers was to stake 


; training methods at various stations inthe 
Two B-l8A Bombers, under the command of Penema Canal Zone. 
Colonel Charles B. Oldfield, Air Corps, Exe- | At Talara, Colonel Oldfield and Captain 


cutive Officer of 19th Bombardment ‘ing, Robertson were again house guests of Mr. Ib- 
left Albrook Field on Monday, January 13, betts. A fellow house guest was Captain 
for Lima, Peru. Other personnel partici- | @elgar, of the Peruvian Navy. In theafter- 
pasting in the flight included Captain Wil- noon, Colonel Oldfield and Captain Robert- 
liam R. Robertson, Jr., lst Lieut.- John son were taken on an inspection of the pe- 
D. Moorman, 2nd Lieuts. Marshall P. Camp, troleum company‘s installations by Mr. Nor- 
Robert W. Burns, and Kenneth 0. Tindall, -cutt, General Menager of the extensive Ta- 





Staff Sgts. Robert 4. Sheeler, John E. Mor- lara oil fields. In the evening, Mr. Eb- 
gon, Melvin R. Hursey, and Pvt. let Cl. Her- § betts gave a large dinner party. 


mand: Rc Camber Ar. forme. On Friday, January 17, the Bombers flew 

Major Carlos Minano and Captain Victor M.- | from Talara to Albrook Field. The flight 
Arce, of the Peruvian Army, passengers on totalled over 95 hours' flying time, over a 
the flight, were returning to Peru after ‘distance of 3,900 miles. Not a single mis- 
studying ate Set enes ant: Seeaniny SUeenaeR hap occurred and ideal flying conditions 
the Isthmus. were reported. 

Tne flight proceeded direct to Talara, 
Feru, where the personnel remained thefirst — 
night as guests of Mr. Ebbetts, General Major Bump Flies to Havana 
Menager of the International Petroleum Com 
pany, Ltd. In the bay at Talara were two 
Peruvian battleships and two destroyers on 
their annual cruise. 


To Havana and return was the flight mis- 
sion accomplished in mid-January by Major 
Arthur L. Bump, Commanding Officer of the 
16th Fursuit Group. Major Leslie D. Carter, 
Colonel Oldfield and Captain Robertson G.S.C., G2 of the Fanama Canal Depart ment 
were invited aboard the Peruvian Flagship, General Staff, accompanied the flight. 
the ALMIRANTE GRAU, and were met by Comman- The two B-18A's utilized on this mission 
dente Bravo, Chief of Staff of the Peruvian { were flown to Caripito, Venezuela; then af- 
Nevy; Commandante Alzomora, Captain of the ter two days ut the Cuban capital, from 
ALMIRANTE GRAU; and several other officers. © January 15 to 17, the return flight to Pana- 
The feelings expressed by the Peruvian of- ma was via Port-au-Frince, Haiti; to Borin- 
ficers clearly evidenced theirfriendliness. quen Field, and La Guaira, Venezuela. 


Cn the second day, the flight vroceeded Members of the crew, in addition to Major 


ee 
> 


to Lima, where the versennel remained two ; Bump, were Captain Clarence M. Sartain, 
days. They enjoyed the South American city | 2nd Lieuts. Charles #. Fogan, Paul D. Wood, 
end indulged in the purchase of Llama and . Staff Sgt. Lionel C. Huppe and Sgt. Clifford 


Alvaca rugs and other scuvenirs. Mr. Henry L. Nienhaus, 6th Bombardment Group; Lieut. 
R. Norweb, American Ambassador to Peru, en-  srchibald W. Moore, 16th Pursuit Group; 2nd 
tertained the officers at a party at the | Lieut. Vernon A. Rux, 9th Bombardment Group; 
Embassy. Staff Sgt. John C. Blakemore and Cpl. Pml 


On Thursday, the 16th, the flight departed . J. son, 74th Bombardment Squadron. 
from Lima for Talara. Accompanying the oon pees 


flight were Captain Mariano Melgar, of the 
Submarine Division of the Peruvian Navy, and 
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Training Flight Through Central Anerica 


At three o'clock on Sunday afternoon, Janu- 
ary 12, 1941, a flight of two B-18A air- 
planes, led by Captain Charles F. Born, Air 
Corps, Commanding Officer of the 5th Bom 
bar2 aent Squadron (H), based at Rio Hato, 
Panama, took off from that base for Albrook 
Field, C.Z., preparatory to leaving the fol- 
lowing mrning on a routine trainingflight 
through Central America. The crew of Cap- 
tain Born's airplane included 2nd Lieut. Au- 
gustus J. Allen, co-pilot; Staff Set. Larry 
G. Senchez, Engineer; and Sgt. Theodore L. 
Shivik, radio overator. The second airplane 
was piloted by lst Lieut. Huntington K. Gil- 
bert with 2nd Lieut. Jack N. Adams as co- 
pilot; Staff Sgts. Earnest E. Zorn, Ingineer, 
and Ernest R. Iocca, radio operator. All 
of the personnel are members of the 9th 
Bombardment Group. The two planes landed 
at Albrook Field at 3:45 P.M. 


Cn Monday morning at 7:30, the two planes 
cleared Albrook Field and set out on acourse 
for San Jose, Costa Rica, via David, Panama. 
Passengers in Captain Born's airplane were 
Major General Senderford Jarman, Commanding 
Generel of the Panama Coast Artillery Com 
mend, and Captain wilbur M. Skidmore, Coast 
Artillery, his aide. Two passengers in 
Lieut. Gilbert's airplane were Lt. Colonel 
Paul L. Singer and Captain Phillip W. mer 
rill, Infantry. 


After climbing to 6,000 feet, the two 
planes settled back to cruising speed and in 
about an hour David was sighted shead. A 
short while later, the beautiful San Jose 
airport was sighted, and,after circling it, 
the two planes landed. This modem, up-to- 
date airport was recently renovated and en- 
larged in order to accommodate the larger 
types of airplanes now being used by Pan- 
American and Taca Airways. It is at an 
elevation of 3800 feet, and is surfaced with 
natural sod, thus making it an extremely at- 
tractive airvort. General Jarman and the 
other officers were welcomed by Colonel Pate, 
the Military Attache, and several CostaRican 
Army Officers, who saw to it that theirevery 
wish was fulfilled. After a short inspec- 
tion of the airport buildings, including the 
maintenance and repair shops, the two planes 
again tock off and this time set out on a 
course for San Salvador. The most impress- 
ive sight on this leg of the trip, aside 
from the ever towering mountains, was the 
view of Volcan Telica, an active volcano, 
located about fifty miles northwest of Mana- 
gua, Nicaragua. This volcano while not 
actually erupting great quantities of lava, 
constantly emits a large cloud of brown 
smoke, and to a person who has not witnessed 
Sern in action, the sight is striking, 
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The city of San Salvador, capital of Hl 
Salvador, is situated between two large moun- 
tains, and the airport is several miles east 
of the city. The terrain about the city and 
airport is extremely hilly, and forms a pla- 
teau overlooking a smal) mountain lake whose 
banks rise almost vertically on all sides. 
The airport itself is a smooth, natural sod 
field, free from obstructions. After cir 
cling the field, the two planes landed at 
3:25 P.M., and were met by Major Marsh, the 
Military Attache to El Salvador, who, on be- 
half of the American Minister to El Salvador 
(mr. Frazier), extended an invitation to 
General Jarman and the other officers to at- 
tend a reception at 6:00 P.M. that evening. 


Arrangements had been made for rooms for 
the officers and men at a hotel in town, and 
transportation was: waiting. Such courtesy 
on the part of the Military Attache should 
be commended, and certainly it was greatly 
appreciated by all members of the flight. 
The reception at the American Legation was 
enjoyed immensely by every officer, since 
it afforded them a splendid opportunity to 
meet and talk with people of El Salvador, 
thus giving them a better understanding of 
the country and its customs. 


On Tuesday morning at 9:30, the flight de- 
partva from San Salvador and headed for Guate- 
mala City, the cavital of Guatemala. The 
course was not a-direct one, but followed the 
coast line up to a point southwest of the 
city and from there through a truly magni- 
ficent pass to the airport, which is located 
south of the city at an altitude of 4600 
feet, and are very often capved with white 
cumalus clouds, thus adding greatly totheir 


scenic beauty. 


In the afternoon, Captain Born, represent- 
ing the personnel of the flight, paid the 
usual courtesy call on the American Mini- 
ster, Mr. Cabot, and in the evening, theof- 
ficers were guests of Mr. Williamson, the 
Consul General to Guatemala. Again, thecor- 
diality and warmth with which the officers 
were received was very evident to all con- 
cerned, and it was with much regret that we 
contemplated leaving Guatemala City the fol- 
lowing morning. To the visitor who is mak- 
ing his first trip to Guatemala, perhaps the 
most impressive aspect at first glance is 
the cleanliness and neatness of this famous 
city. The native market is a place never to 
be forgotten by the curio seeker and shovper, 
for there one can buy all the native pro- 
ducts of Guatemala. 


At eleven o'clock, Wednesday morning, the 
two planes cleared the airport at Guatemala 
and, after the short flight through the pass 
to the coast, took up a direct course to 
Managua, Nicaragua. The cruising altitude 
of sixty-five hundred feet on this leg put 
them above a layer of scattered clouds, but 
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visibility was unlimited and there was no 


indication of encountering any unfavorable 
weather at any point along the route. 


Managua is located on the southern edge of 
Lake Managua, at the southeastern extremity 
of a chain of velcanic peaks, the mst fa- 
mous being Volcan Momotombo. Several years 
age, this volcano blew off its entire top, 
and at present is pouring out smoke, but 
this is not considered dangerous by nearby 
residents. The Central American volcanos 
which are considered dangerous are those 
wnich have given no outward signs of activity 
for a considerable length of time, for it 
is feared that they are building up pressure 
inside and, since there is no means of es- 
cape for tnis pressure, they must some day 
erupt ratner violently, as did Monotombo. 


Colonel Mullen, the United States Army ad- 
visor to the Nicaraguan Military Academy, and 
Mr. Beldwin, Secretary at the American Lega- 
tion in Nicaragua, were at the airport to 
greet General Jarman and the other officers 
upon their arrival at Managua. Reservations 
had been made for the officers and the en- 
listed men at the Grand Hotel. At 5:00 P.M., 
General Jarman, accompanied by Colonel Mul- 
len and the other officers cf the flight, 
reviewed the Cadets of the Nicaraguan Academy, 
and expressed their amazenent at the rapid 
pregress cf this Academy during the past 
eleven months. 


On ‘Wednesday evening, the officers were 
guests of Mr. Nicholson, the American Mini- 
ster at a dinner party in their honor, and 
which, needless to say, was deevly appre- 
ciated. Thursday was spent in and about 
Managua attending tc official business. In 
the evening, the cfficers were again dinner 
guests, this time of Colcnel Mullen, whose 
work in developing and supervising the Nica- 
raguan military Academy cannot be too highly 
praised. 


Their course out of Managua on Friday morn- 
ing followed the coast line down to David, 
Panama. This leg of the flight was unevent- 
ful save for afew stretches which were 
overcast. However, at no time was it im 
possible to see the ground, the clear Cen- 
tral American air being entirely free of dust 
and haze, thus perwitting unlimited visibil- 
ity in all directions. The airport at David 
is natural sod surface, 7,000 feet long and 
is a regular stop fer all airlines operating 
in Central America. The flight paused there 
long enough tc refuel, and then the two 
planes took off separately, Captain Born re- 
turning to Albrook Field te discharge his pas- 
sengers-General Jarman, Lieut. Col. Singer, 
and Captain Skidmore-and Lieut. Gilbert pro- 


ceeding to France Field te discharge Captain 
Merrill. Both planes returned to Rio Hato 
at 5:00 P.M., January 17, thus comleting a 
trip long to be remembered. 


Caribbean Insvection Flight 
of General Andrews 


In order to obtain a first-hand picture of 
the Air Force situation in the area of the 
recently anncunced Caribbean Defense Com- 
mand, Major General Frank M. Andrews, Com 
mending General of the Panama Canal Depart- 
ment Air Force, made a flight from the Canal 
Zone to important points arcund the Carib- 
bean. The flight, which covered about 6,000 
miles, was made during the period January 19- 
25, inclusive. Accompanying General Andrews 
were Lieut. Colonel Francis M. Brady, Act- 
ing Chief of Staff, P.C.D. Air Force; Lieuts. 
H. S. Williams, Jr., A.D.C.; J. K. Hester 
and John H. Carter. The flight was made in 
two B-18A airplanes. 


The following points were visited during 
the inspection trip: Maracaibo, La Guaria, 
Caracas and Caripito in Venezuela; San Juan 
and Rerinauen Field in Puerto Rico; Jamaica 
and Trinidad. The landings in Jamaica and 
Trinidad were made at the new Reyel Air Force 
airdromes, at Kingston and Piarce, respect- 

ively. 


At Trinidad and Jamaica, General Andrews 
and his Staff visited the proposed sites of 
the U. S. Army Air Corps bases and auxiliary 
fields. Preliminary werk on these sites has 
already been started by the officers from 
the Corps of Yngineers detailed to handle 
these construction projects. 


Upon his return from this insvection trip, 
General Andrews, in an interview with repre- 
sentatives of the press, stressed the value 
of the proposed Caribbean Defense Command 
in our hemispheric defense scheme. 


ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION AT ELLINGTON FIELD 


The War Department recently authorized ad- 
ditional facilities at Ellington Field, Hou- 
ston, Texas, atan estimated cost of $156,500. 
This is necessitated by an increasein officer 
and enlisted personnel since other censtruc- 
tion work was started, namely, 3 barracks, 2 
day rooms, 2 mess halls, efficers' quarters, 
sumply room, 2 administration buildings, 2 
operations buildings, 2 infirmaries, flight 
surgeon unit, warehcuse, utilities and tele- 
phene construction. The strength of the gar- 


rison eventually will be about 4,100 men. 
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Self-Sealing Aircraft Fuel Tanks 


Of the many types of self-serling gasoline 
tanks tested at the Materiel Division,Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ghio, only those which seal 
instantly after being riddled by machine 
guns are approved for use in Army Air Corps 
airplanes. 

In modern combat the airplane fuel tank is 
one of its most vulrcerable parts and the 
problem of providing adequate protection has 
never been completely solved. For over 20 
years, and particularly during the past year, 
new and better types of self-sealing tanks 
have been developed, but the calibers and 
penetrating powers of aircraft guns catch up 
with and pass the protective powers of the 
tanks, and the see-sar race is on again. 
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A self-sealing tank riddled with machine 
gun slugs. The clean holes on the right 
were made by entering bullets. Heavy cali- 
ber guns made the big apertures, but not a 
drop of gasoline escaped. 


The obvious solution of building gasoline 
tanks out of armor sufficiently heavy to 
stop bullets from the largest aircraft guns 
is automatically ruled out. The weight 
would require sacrificing an equal weight of 
gasoline or armament, and shrink the range 
and striking power of the airplane to the 
point where it would have little or no mili- 
tary value. Aircraft engineers, therefore, 
long ago realistically turned to a compro- 
mise; a gasoline tank which, while not bul- 
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let-proof, absorbs gunfire without losing pre- 
cious fuel through bullet holes. They accom 
plished this compromise not by changing the 
tank design in any way but by inserting an 
adequate lining. 

Many kinds of materials in various combina- 
tions are used inside the metal gas tank to 
make it self-sealing. Essentially this mater- 
ial must be strong enough to resist bulging 
through bullet holes, mst be insoluble in 
gasoline, incapable of being shattered into 
debris which would color the fuel lines, and 
swell with sufficient rapidity upon being 
pierced to form a positive sealing element, 
closing the holes and preventing loss of gaso- 
line. It must be capable of sealing instantly 
single and mltiple holes made by bursts from 
both light and heavv m shine guns. 

A machine gun slug 
usually makes a clean 
entry hole. After the 
first impact it often 
goes further and rips 
a jagged hole three 
inches or more in dia- 
meter in the far side 
of the tank. If any 
gas escapes, a highly 
undesirable fire haz- 
ard is created andthe 
sealing element is 
proved inadequate. 
Nor is any element 
suitable which fails 
to seal rapidly at 
subzero temperatures. 

Stated conservative- 
ly, self-sealing tanks 
do not assure absolute 
protection against all 
shots. They do, how- 
ever, reduce the haz- 
zard of all shots and 
are effective in ac- 
complishing complete 
sealing to a very high 
vercentage. Self-seal- 
ing tanks have been 
improved more in the past year than in all the 
preceding twenty years combined, but to offset 
that fact greater use of heavier guns in air- 
craft can be consistently expected. Specialized 
Air Corps engineers and chemical engineers of 
the major rubber companies are, therefore, con- 
timuing research and development work on an in- 
tensive schedule. 

At Wright Field, new types of self-sealing 
materials are subjected to a series of tests. 
Vibration and sloshing tests prove whether the 
tank assembly is rugged enough to withstand the 
stresses of military service. Gum extraction 
tests reveal whether or not the sealing mater- 
ials contaminate aviation gasoline in any way. 

Small models are fabricated from the various 
materials; the models are filled with gasoline 
V-8762,A.C. 

























































































Fabricating small models of self-sealing gas 
tanks from various lining materials. 


and subjected to an aging test in which com 
parative data are secured concerning the 
length of time in which the lining materials 
become saturated (the rate of diffusion) and 
require replacement. 

Most spectacular is the gunfire test. Arma- 
ment and ordnance engineers, whose primary in- 
terest is destruction rather than protection 
in this case, perform the actual firing at 
point-blank range. There is no coddling. 

If the tank survives the singles and bursts 
of the small guns, they shift over to the big 
guns, still with no outward show of tenderness. 
The tank engineer records the effect of each 
slug and has it photographed. A withering 
burst from the heavy caliber gun is the pay- 
off. If no leaks appear after this punishment, 
the tank shows promise, and is ready for the 


mA ©«6low temperature test. 


Finally, the tank is stored in a cold cham 
der until it is thoroughly chilled to a pre- 
scribed temperature below zero. It is then 
whisked to the gun range and subjected to 
another barrage of slugs. If the sealing 
element functions in this frigid condition, 
it is approved. 
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NEW ADVANCED COURSE FOR AERIAL OBSERVERS 


An advanced flying school for the training 
of aerial observers has been established at 
Brooks Field, Texas, under command of Major 
Stanton T. Smith, Air Corps. This course is 
open to junior officers of comoany grade of 
ell arms and services and a small number of 
field officers. 

The initial class for the ten weeks' in- 
struction period will open about March 22, 
1941, with a small number of officer-stu- 
dents. A class of 100 new students will 


enter training every five weeks thereafter. 
Courses of instruction will include ground 
school, day and night navigation; day, night 
and photographic reconnaissance, artillery 
adjustment of fire, and Infantry and Cavalry 
missions. 

Upon graduation, officers will be rated as 
aerial observers and returned to their ground 
units. They will be available for assignment 
to an Observation Squadron unon the recommen- 
dation of their Army Commander. 
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FLIGHT CLOTHING FOR ALASXAN TEMPERATURES 


The Equipment Laboratory of the Materiel 

Division at Wright Field, in a continuous 
st for the improvement of low temperature 

lying clothing, is deveioping both heated 
end unheated gear to meet varying require- 
wents in temperature as low as -60 deg. F. 

Electrically heated units, fabricated from 
improved material. now available, have the 
inherent advantage of light weight and lack 
of bulk. In high altitude flights in the 
temperate zone, this compactness allows 
greater freedomof movement than the bulkier, 
unheated suits, andis particularly desirable 


for a Pursuit pilot wedgedina small cockpit. 
One type uses a coiled wire heating element. 


Another type eliminates 95% of the wire in a 
carbon impregnated material which conducts 

current th the material itself. Plugged 
into the electrical system and controlled by 
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rheostat, the heated suits are worn as under- 
wear beneath light flying clothes or a cover- 
all. Heated gloves and shoes used with the 
suits provide adequate warmth in an unheated 
cabin, even though the outside temperature 
may be as low as -60 deg.F. Since the cabir 
is unheated,it has been found that fogging 
or frosting of the windshield is antomatical- 
ly eliminated. 

In Arctic regions, where flying clothing 
mist give protection both inside the airplane 
and while walking outside, away from an elec- 
trical outlet, unheated suits are more or 
less mandatory. Experimental testing of un- 
heated suits made of various types of insu- 
lating materials, such as furs, shearlings 
or quilted downs, is continuing at the Alaskan | 
fields simultaneously with the present devel- 
opment of heated suits at Wright Field. 
V-8762, A.C. 














ENGINE CHANGE RECORDS? and was merrily on our way. ‘Ve hadto 
HERS'S A REAL €NE! cross a mountain renge and was cir 
cling to gain altitude before wecrossed 


(Two of the three training fields in the San Antonio OVET and_it was lucky for us we had 
area have been at each other's throsts for several gained altitude, too, because weneeded 


months now, battling for the mythical “world's it for the job we was about to do. The 
record“ for engine change. Readolgh Field has it center engine suddenly let go with a 
one day, Kelly Field holds it the next. Brooks wham and there we was with a bum en- 


Field has been sitting back watching the foray and gine in the nose and a good onetucked 
Saying little. Here is their version of the cone neatly in behind. Well, I 'snose 
flict as envisioned by the Randolph Field Corres- you've guessed it. Yen, we aid just 
pondent . ) exactly that. We unlocked the bum en- 
ae gine (this vas done from the inside of 
I have been sitting back these past the nose without climbing outside of. 
few years listeninz to these youngsters course, because that would sound ridi- 
quibble and squauble over changing en- culous) end swung it aside temporarily. 
gines in record time. One outfit beats Then we swung the new engine out the 
another by five minutes and then they cabin door on a cable and hauled it up 
all set dowm and crow while aperfectly to the nose by passing the cable through 
good airplene is parked at a gas pit a the pilot's front windshield. And, be- 
half a day waiting for somebody to gas lieve it or not, the boli oles lined 
it up. up perfectly the first try and then 


These new modern fancy streem-line right quick we bolted her down, started 
cowlings come all equipped with a zi her up, and kent right on going. ts 
per, like on the front of a pair of Ee~ the hard part of the job began. We 

uire breeches, so it is no trick at hauled in that bum engine and set to 
ay to open up the engine. The new work on her and by the time the pilot 


mounts have four bolts holding the en- landed we had that engine fixed upand 
gine onto what_used to be called the tested ready to install in the DH. 
ire-wall and I'll be danged if I see Now, some smart aleck will probably 
where it takes a whole crew over enhour say that a Fokker had an air-cooled en- 
to take out four bolts. Of course there gine and a DH had a water-cooled Lib- 
are a few wires here and there but with erty. Well, I mst admit we didn't 
these new fangled easy-way connectors, have no water on board but do youknow 
_ only have to hit 'em with yourhand what we filled that Liberty radiator 
© knock 'em.loose. It takes ae ive with? Sweat, my friends, just sweat. 
men, g my 2 say, to do the job, butit 
looks like they'd be getting in the way Signed .."Something to Shoot at." 
of each other. -——0o00—. 


changes of Tibertye tn Pete tn oecteere NEV RECORD SEP FOR CHANGING "HORSIS" 
in the neighborhood of three hours or > 
80, including eli the time it took for, 1m the Ree 66 he Sony Dewees. 2. 
the water to dribble out of the radia- ‘ust-covered rider could changs borses 
tor. And aleo including the time it  Simwst in the wink of an eye, our 
took to peel off, with your teeth, the anging toV-nhorsepower engines A 
hunks of skin sctased up oneverybody's Plane is a different et Wield 
knuckles, to say nothing about the time Gf expert mechanics at Randolph Field, 
we wasted looltine for some guy that Texas, recently set a record for . 
crawled in around the engine to loosen switching motors when, it nelle ta 
some bolt the engineers had drawn in on and 14 minutes after a basic ovmnene IN 
a blueprint by mistrke. There weren't Plane landed, they removed the worn ou 
meny instruments on the dash-board in motor, instelled a new power plant, 
‘those days, but there was plenty of tested it for a mandatory 39 minutes 
wires and piges end tubing, etc., that on the ground, and then sent it aloft 
ran somewnere to something all right. for final test flights. Actual change 
And each one was fastened down withboth time from "switch off" on the old mo- 


nails and bolts, too. None of these tor to "contact" on the new was 44 
fancy free-floating gadgets in those days, minutes. Members of the 46th School 
We never kent time records in the old Squadron engineering department who set 


days, because we only hed a few men and the new record were Staff Sgts. 0. A. 
we all had work to ay end couldn't snare Jaronek, and Fritz F. Kruse; Sgts. Jack 
saybody to sit around and watch theclock C. Rope and Ausie D. Perkins; Cpl. Wil~ 
ike they do nowadays. liam E. Dawson; end Pvt. Oscar 5. 
Frince,,, The previous record 5st at 
Kelly Field, was one hour and 3) min- 


Well, to get back to g Perenigh we had 
a busted conn-rod, utes from landing to take off. 


a DH forced down with 


sO we losjed a spare engine in a Fokker 
ule V-8762, A... 














FATE PLAYS STRANGE TRICKS | are trained at Barksdale Field. Major 
z J ; e 1 S S r r 
Of "ome. interest and mild specu- Captain ohn W fea fee Senior In 
lation is the fate which has befallen structor of the Advanced Flying School. 
the only four officers assigned the Ha- , 
waiien Air Force at Waeeler Field, T.H., .. Members of the eal aduating class were 
from class 39C. Three of these offi- Wm. S. Anmerman, Glenn H. Brows, Philip 


cers, Lieuts. H.A. Hanes, M.A. Moore G. Cobb, Horace #. Crouch, Robert 0. 
and G.L. Wertenbeker fly P-36's in the Dirksen, Mark 0. Glasgow, Noland A. 


78th Pursuit Squadron, while Lieut. . . Herndon, Frank A. Kapveler, Robert N. 
R.B, Stone flies an 0-47 in the 86th Kessler, Edwin L. ws J. 
Observation Squadron. Nielson, Charles J. Ozuk, Eldine F. Per- 


rin, Henry A. ray foot Wm. R. pyunel Jr., 
In February, 1940, Lieut. Stone was Wm. ‘J. Ragsdale (Cadet Captain Me 


forced to leave en 4-12 during a review A. Rawls, Raymond 0. Sandbert, Robert 
ust south of wheeler Field, due to a L. Tennies, Carl R. Wilder and Frank 
lare acctaently discharged ae ay W. Upton. 

rear cockpit by his crew chief. On Members of the next navigation class, 
March 4, 1940,’ Lieut. M.A. Moore, sho scheduled to begin instruction immedi~ 
was particioating in an 18th Pursuit ately following the graduation of the 


Group "Aloha" flight over Pearl Harbor, first class, are listed below, viz: 
had the misfortune to lose the tail sur 


faces of his P-26 following a collision Herbert J. Moncrief. Jr. 100 ‘aagattioe GUNS. 
with Lieut. ¥. Rector, whose present — Shag andl PO a eee rae” 
assignment is with a Bombardment Squa- = sarin Rair ' — ai. 
dron at Hickam Field, T.H. Lieut. Moore frert p. Newcomb ht. Sterling, Iowa 
"bailed out" and lended sefely (as did Giemsa. Portt "Meyville, Mich 
Lieutenant V. Rector) in knee deep wa- Jarvis B. Pritchard Thief River Falls, Mim. 
ter in a marsh adjacent to Pearl DOr. Knox M Oakley Starkville, Miss. 
On January 6, 1941, Lieut. Henes, ina xavier J. Monasta Manchester, N.H. 
fateful accident which resulted in the om F. Hastings Kinderhook, N.Y. 
death of Lieut. J.J. ‘leigel, of class Lester C. Laufbahn New York, N.Y. 
40D, maintained the tradition of 39C, Thomas J. Garrett Troy, N.Y. 
in Hawaii, and made a successful leap George W. Thorpe Rocky Mount, N.C. 
to safety. Marion D..Jones, Jr. Memphis, Tenn. 
_ This brings us to the status of Lieut. Ln ee amg - a aaie, sa 
Wertenbaker, who to date is the only Teenent Hc Qeuxte Katy, Texas 
member of class 39C in Hawaii who has 2. 8. Meni Victoria, Texas 
not had to use his parachute. The of- fenoy H. Benzel Watertown, Wisc. 
ficers and enlisted men of the 78th ---000-== 
sincerely hope he will not find himself 
in the same predicament which has be~ Ail ODE TO THE NEW FORM ONE 
fallen his three classmates. 

---000-—— Flying Cadets “Sir, I can't remember my serial 

number. “ 


CADETS GRADUATE AS AERIAL NAVIGATORS iightc.0.: “ilow, that’is awfully dumb isn't it?“ 
Flying Cadet: “liot exactly, Sir; you see, I think 


Completing a le-weeks' course indead that I have it mixed up with ay 
reckoning and celestial navigation on rifle number.“ 
February lst, 21 Cadets constitutedthe Flight C.0.: “Well. that's easy to straighten out. 
first class to be graduated at Barks- Tell me your rifle and serial number, 
dale Field, La., since its conversion end I will tell you which is which." 


abs an Advanced Flying School. These Fiying Cadets he a aatalionnes 2 tet geting 
adets who are not vilots, but navi a 

tors, were presented diplomas by Brige- Fiisht ©.0. ae md emanate Bere let 
mpd Seseres Davee, Weare x. sis- Flying Cadets “Well, Sire I don't remember that 
Also present for the exercises, heldin pase cent ab 

the Barksdale Field Theater, was Briga- 
dier General Valter R. Weaver, command- ADD RANDOLPH FIELD FLYING CADET SLANG 
ing the Southeast Air ead Training 


Center at Maxwell Fielé, a.3; Colonel serail In the ‘of bei hed out. 
Charles T. Phillips, gag oy Officer + tae ce Heine Follow the straint and ‘a 
of Barksdale Field, and Major Carl B. narrow. 
McDaniel, Assistant Commandant. ~--000--= 


In addition to navigation, bombardiers Colonel Fred H. Coleman, Air Corps, is being placed 
and pilots of two-motored Bombingplanes on the retired list, effective March 31. 1941. 
- = V-8762, A.C. 











AN OPEN LETTER 


The following was submitted by the 
Randolph Field corresnondent:- 

Letters to the Editors usually are 
enything but letters in the true_sense 
or. the word. Admittedly they foliowthe 
usual form of having a salutation at the 
opening and a "Yours truly" on the end. 
That's about all. 

The letter quoted below was written 
by a Flying Cadet at Randolph Field to 


a ery close and very dear civilian 
— » and speaks for itself, viz:. 
ce MCW a eo 0 ' 


After ten weeks of primary training 
in Ontario, California, at one of the 
civilien flying schools the Army is us- 
ing during the exoension program, Ihave 
at last arrived at Randolph Field. Al- 
tho we received a fairly rigorous dis- 
ciplinary "processing" at Ontario and 
sprouted wings cf a scrt, I had no idea 
et all whet real military life or real 
military flying anowted to until efter 
my first two weeks here at the "West 
Point of the Air." 

A men's first week in the Army—-the 
transitional period between the freedom 
of civilian life and the discipline of 
the Army-—-is, I believe, the most nis- 
erable of his life. Mine was no excep- 
tion. By the end of ny first week here 
I was ready, along with my classmates, 
to hang a sign on the gate to Randolph 


Field: "Those who enter here, abandon 
all a. As we began to realize, how- 
ever, that our officers are here_topro- 


tect, not to persecute us, we fell into 
the game, began to enjoy life again, and 
now would not exchange places with any- 
one. 

The end of our second week brought our 
first taste of Army social life ait atea- 
dance in the Flying Cadet Club, towhich 
the local debutantes and girls fromthe 
nearby colleges were invited. It was 
the nicest affair of its kind I have 
ever attended, end, incidentally, the 
rumors of the beauty and charm of the 
Texas women are well founded. 

te gn of course, is the thing to 
which we look forward every day. The 


lanes f new, fast, smooth 
gS “Sor Ingtroctérs are. for 
the most part, rather young. A nunber 
of us find ourselves in the anomolous 
situation of being instructed by men 

unger than ourselves. An air of in- 
ormality prevails on the flying line, 
end we have a chence to relax from the 
strict military discipline which is in 
order most of the time. 

Ground school grows a little tiring 
at times, but is really more interest- 
ing than we ever admit. Meteorology 
and navigation are the "stop" courses 
here. gt everyone takes the rest 

° 


-U 





of the courses-~-engines, military law 
end code--in stride, although the lat- 
ter is occasionally the reason for a 

week end confinement. 

One thing I wish you could see-- 
that is the honor system at Randolph. 
Different from an have seenbefore, 
this one works. i wa word here is 
his bend; it is never questioned. 
have seen men go into examinations un- 
prepared and face confinement or even 
elimination, and never think of cheat- 
ing. I have never seen anything like 
thet in college or anywhere else. It 
is refreshing. 

I deubt if you eould find a grovuoof 
men anywhere as eager, bright, and 
healthy as here. It seems almost every- 
one is an ex-college athlete, many of 
them famous. We keen in good condi- 
tion with drill or athletics every day; 
and the food--I have never eaten meals 
so consisientiy good as at Randolph. 

fter wer broke cut in Europe and 
military exvension got under way in the 
United States, I was not a little av- 
rehensive lest in militerization we 


estrey the very liberties we scught to 
psec . After three months in theAir 
orps I can say honestly thet, while I 


believe the discipline nere is asrigid 
and severe as any in the world prety 
I have never once lost the feeling that 
I an in an army of free men. I only 
hope that in this world gone crazy, the 
people of this country never lose sight 
of the values they cherish, that they 
do not. themselves destroy from within 
through prejudice and intolerance, those 
things they are determined to protect 
by arms from without. 

j our sincere friend, 


eoeeeeeseeeevreeteee ee ee 





A RUCORD FOR FLYING TIME 


An all-time record for flying time 
was set at Randolnh Field, Texas, dur- 
ing January, 1941, when trainingplanes 
at that field flew 27,807 hours incon- 
nection with the exoanding pilot train- 
ing program of the Air Corps. 

is almost astronomicel figure far 
surpasses the former record of 21,000 
hours set last sumer. 

Broken down into comparisons more |. 
easily understood, Randolph Fieldplanes 
flew 35,915,000 miles, a distance equal 
to 156 trips around the world at the 
equator during the 30-day period, or 
three round-the-globe flights daily. In 
training at the Texas Airdrome is a.to- 
tal of 850 Flying Cadets, each of them 
accumulating.70 hours aloft in theten- 
week basic training course. 7 

(Cont inued on 9 ) 
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AUXILIARY POWER PLANT DEVELOPMENT 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 
ineers of the Materiel Division, high altitudes. 


Wri t Toga pst teed eprom rover} been 

active in the development of an auxiliary ; : = 

power plant for airplanes, the operating prensa ora has, in the meantime, pro 

of whose complicated equipment furnished genteel age emt Pi ppd ene oh. eam 
Po ap equipme ec the previous electrical output can now 

The mr - ower Gn. tee mete, power Dien’ . be furnished with no increase in gen- 

eption e ary , oS 
power bs was @ small gasoline engine tees, weight. A six-kilowatt, engine- 


0 be used as the primary source of power nerator, weighing 27 pounds, 
.for driving the and a oa of eee = re phy Ae peng W. = aqnves oP 
stantly increasing size and weight, and f,0727¢ igh ne weigh pa wane ef- 
to permit a more desirable and efficient *2Cent source ; yo r, an tan ace 3 
location of these accessories. Such a °o8S°Fy power plans can hope voprovice. 


power plant also possessed theadditional ature development of the accessory 
advantage of providing power for: ground ower plant, therefore, has taken on 
checking of instruments and accessories the fo lowing aspect: At present it 
when the main engine, hence the generator is normel practice to provide one stor 
mounted thereon, would not be operating. aze battery. per main engine (75 pounds 


The first attemot at providing anaux- per battery) and these batteries are 
iliary power plant system was in the XB15used for ground power, starting main 
airplane. In this installation two such engines, and testi > eth poe s and 
units were used, each of wiich drove an accessories. Under heavy load, these 
800-cycle, single-phase alternator and a batteries will be good only for ap- 
id-volt: direct current qecrene through pringiely 10 minutes, and that at 
gearing in the rear of the accessorypow- 10w, voltage. For instance, four bat- 
er plant engine. Each engine was capeble teries (300 pounds) in a 4-engine 
of producing 30 brake horsepower» a bomber would produce 200 emperes at 
total rated electrical output was 6-1/2 18 woatey 5,6 kilowatts, for approxi- 


Secondly, engine-driven generator 


kilowats, although greater outputscould: mately 11 minutes. 
be provided for short periods of time. The Air Corps Type D-2 Accessor 
hese power plants were rather heavy, Power Plant, now under development, 


weighing approximately 250 pounds each, will weigh approximately 100 pounds, 
and several gear failures were experienced complete, with fuel and oil for one 


in the generator drives. fe od Nig and pe — Be _ 
A 24-volt direct current power plant sues Ot a ae (2 =? 
was alse tried with moderate success. 5 kilowatts, and 7-1/2 kilowatts in- 


These units drove only a direct current termittently for five minutes. This 
enerator which in most cases wassplined type unit, then, would supplant bat- 

o the end of the crankshaft of a S-cyl- teries, thereby reducing weight on. 
inder air-cooled gasoline engine. They M™ulti-engine airplanes, would provide 
were intended chiefly for use in twin- continuous power for starting main 
engine Bombers or Fighters as theprimary engines and for testing accessories 
source of electrical power in the air- and instruments on the ground and, 
plane. Each unit weighed 150 to 175 while not normally used in flight, would 

ounds and provided 7-1/2 kilowats for provide an emergency source of power _ 

ive minutes, or 5 kilowatscontinously, in flight in case of main engine ormain 





The engine output was approximately 1 engine generator failures. 
brake horsevower. 0 Ose 
Several developments, however, have A record for Flying Time (From Page 8 ) 

modified the OO ication of accessory Additional plane test time, plus certain administra- 
power plants. First, operatingaltitudes {43,. rights, all bring the total airplane hours fox 
of eirplanes have increased to between the month to the 27,000ehour mark. 
20,000 and 40,000 feet. This means that About 300 low-wing monoplanes are assigned to the 
either the pares nat lant engine West Point of the Air.” Thus, each one of them 
must be supercharged from the mainengine spends at least 90 hours per month in the air. 

’ exhaust-driven supercharger or, in the The 52nd School Squadron led the four Randolph 
case of airplanes not equipped with Field squadrons in flying time for the month with a 


exhaust-driven superchargers, theacces- total of 7,377 hours, 10 minutes. In second place 
sory engine must provide its own super- was the 46th School Squadron, whose planes flew 
charger if power for driving accessories 7,288 hours, 15 minutes. In third and fourth places 


is to be maintained at altitudes. The were the 47th School Squadron with 6,310 hours, 55 

latter alternative: is net practieal or minutes, and the 53rd School Squadron with 6,167 

efficient for a small engine at such Peas, 25 minutes. The Base Flight gta gr hrs. 
- - ® Ue 
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Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Tex. 


a 4 < = S ~~] 

of 1941 of 260 Cadetson February 7,1941 
Thecless was composed of 195 cadets and 

student officer from Kelly Field and 69 
from Brooks Field. The exercises were 
streamlined instep with the modern tem 
po in defense activities, and were un- 
usual in the pe that they consti- 

tuted a jeint affair, with Kelly Field 
sharing henors with Brooks Fieldwhich, 
by a War Department Order, became a 
separate Advanced Fl yang Training School 
on January 1, 1941. Colonel H.R. Her- 
mon, Commandant of Kelly Field, and 
Major Stanton T. Smith, Commandant of 
Brooks Field, were the princival speakers. 
Out of 259 Flyins Cadets and one stu- 
dent officer, 131 were recommended as 
instructors. 

A class of 350 Flying Cadets were to 
be transferred from the Pasic Flying 
School, Randolsh Field, tothe Advance 
Flying Schools et Kelly and Brooks Fields. 

Celifornia. 


Cal-Aero Academ WS: 
r voros Training De- 


e 
tachment at Glendale, C 
in existence since July, 1939, its of- 
ficers, Flying Cadets, enlisted men, 
and instructors, got together in a 
single one for the first time on Febru- 
oy 1st. he occasion of the long 
delayed meeting was the taking of an or- 
ficial photograzh of the more than 750 
men. Because the detachment comprises 
Flying Cadets in primary. training at 





Cal-Aero Academy, and eniisted men who - 


are being trained as future Air Corns 
mechanics by Ourtiss-Wright Technical 
Institute, as well as Flying Cadets 
Ss g meteorology at two southern. 
California colleges, there previousty 
had been no occasion to assemble.al 
the men. 

Despite California's recent unprece- 
dented Sone S4lve> of rain, the Air Corps 


Trainin tachment at Cal-Aero Academy's 
Omard Field achieved a notable record 


when they were able to renort bein 
peaeely ead of flying schedule a wee! 
before the graduation of Class 41-5. 
Altho everyone concerned head ex- 
pected the cedets to emerge from the 
storms several hcurs behind schedule, 
Capt. L.S. Harris, commending officer 
and Lt. Williem Clark, Cal-Aero's chie 
instructor, by strenuous efforts not 
only br t the cadets through on time, 
_ actually afewhours aheadof sched- 
es ) 


Greduation of 41-5 at Cel-Aero Aca- 





alif., has been — 


by &@ military ball in the large cadet 
messhall. Co-eds at the University of 
California at Los Anszcles, were the stw- 
dents' grests. 

In deference to First Cantain, Fly- 
ing Cadet Don #. Brown, his noted fa-~ 
ther, Joe &. Brown, screen star, and 
other film luminaries attended. 

Plans foranotadle sraduation cere- 
mony of Class 41-F at Cal-Aero Aca- 
deny's training centerat Ontario, Calif, 
being formilated in honor of the lare- 
est greduetingclass fromprimarytrain- 
ing in the history of the Air Corns. 

ionoring the Cadets, who will pre- 
sent a full battalion review during the 
afternoon of Saturday, March 8th, will 
be the band, R.O.7.C. unit, and na-~ 
tional champion Glee Club of nearby 
Fomone College. 

Addresses byat least two General of- 
ficers, stationed in the vicinity, ere 
to be a featureof the ceremonies, and 
the guests vill be young men of Pomona 
Collere, and five nearby junior col- 
leges. 

t is expected that the ceremonies 
will impress upon the hundreds of young 
men attending themthe advantages of- 
fered by the Air Corus. 





Moffett Field, California. 
AS Yenorteain the orevious issue of 
the News Letter, unfavorable weather 
conditions at the Rasic Flying School 
at Mortfett Field, Calif., necessitated 
the trensfer of the Flying Cadets of 
Class 41-C to the Kern County Airmort 
et Rakersfield, Calif. ,where the wea- 
ther is mere suitable for continuous 
ie operations. This class com 
pleted tne belance ofits basic flying 
course at Fakersfield and returned on 
February 7th to Moffett Fieldprepara- 
tory to proceeding to the Advanced Fly- 
ing School at Stockton, Calif., to be- 
gin the third or last vhase of its 
— The class wes accompanied 
by the 79th School Squadron, commanded 
by Cent. L.O. Brown, which was in charge 
or the maintenance of the training 
planes at the Bakersfield base. 


On February 8th, Class 41-D, whose 
training at Moffett Field hadalso been 
delayed because of inclement weather, 
proceeded to Bakersfield, the 78th School 
Squadron, under Cant. S.v. Cheyney, ac- 
comanying it totake care of airplane 
maintenance. 

Class 4]-C, at present numbering 128). 
lost one of its menbers, Flying Cadet 
Robert =. Beylis, 25, who was killed 


demy's Ontariotraining centerwas marked the last of January in accrash near 
by a formal battalion review, followed 10- 


(Continued on page 11) 











AT-7 AND C~i5A PLANES UNDERGOING TESTS 


paren’ are: ta f announced 
that the AT-7, an all-metal low-wing 
training monoplane, manutactured by the 
Beech Airplane Comany, Wichita, Kansas, 
is undergoing Army Air Corps tests at 
Wright Field, faytan, Ohio. 


The airplane has a wing span of 47 
feet, 7 inches, a length of & feet, 2 
inches, and © gross ig of 7,850 | 

ounds. Two Fratt and Whitney §~cylin- 

er 450 horsepower engines provide:. >: 
power for propellers 8 feet, 3 inches 
in diameter. It has a retractable land- 
ing gear andi twin rudders. 


Carrying a crew of five, it is the | 
first airplane procured solely for train- 
ing student navigators. It is equipped 
with a chart table, a periodic compass, 
a stabilized drift sight for each of 
three students, and a celestial navi- 
gation dome for sextant readings. 


The C-45A, a light transport manufac- 
tured by the same comveny and_which_is 
essentially the same as the AT-7, also 
is undergoing tests at Wrignt Field. 
The 0-454 is different in thet it is 
fitted for_a crew of two end four pes- 
ponger There are removable panels 
in the floor end cabin door to permit 
the use of vertical and oblique cameras. 


---000-—— 


ACTIVATION OF NEW UNITS 
AT SAVANNAR AIR BASE 


- As part of the Air Corps expansion 
Progen, the 45th Sombardment Gro P 

he 10th Reconnaissance Squadron ¢ ) and 
the Headquarters and Headauarters Squa- 
dron of the 46th Bombardment Group (1), 
were activated at the Savannah Air Base, 
Ga., effective January 15, 1941. 


Cadres for the above-named ed yee 
tions were derived fro a units of the 
Srd Bombardment Group (L , at Sevannah, 
with 150 men evpearing on the initial 
rosters and strength returns of the 
newly activated squedrons of the 45th 


The War De 


(L), 


Group, viz: Hars. and Hars. eh 
and the 78th, 79th and goth Bombardment 
Squadrons, with the 17th Reconnaissance 


aaron ir) as an attached unit. Lieut. 
Olonel James E. Duke, Jr., was named 
to commend the new Group as well as the’ 
Readauarters Squadron, and Captains 
Harold Q. Huglin, Clinton U. True, lst 
Lieut. Frederick J. Sutterlin and Ca 
- Sain Wm. G. Hio»s to command the 78th, 
79th, 80th and 17th Squadrons, respec- 
tively. Tech. Sgt. Jack R. Germaine 
was named the Sergeant Major of the 
Group; Staff Set. B. B. arehey the Fer- 
sonnel Sergean or; and Staff Sets. 
John T. Tobin, Phil G. Willetts, Thomas 


elie 








G. Greene and Albert W. Straff the act- 
ing First Sergeants. 


Captain Kermit D. Stevens assumed com 
mand of the 10th Reconnaissance Squa- 
dron, which is quartered separately, 
‘but is rationed and performs its duties 
with the 8th, 13th, 90th and Hars. Squa- 
drons of the 3rd Bombardment Group, re- 
genvey transferred from Barksdale Field, 


yrs rhe A L. McNeil is the Comnend- 
ing Officer of the 46th Bombardment 
Groun, as well as the commander of the 
Headquarters Squadron. Tech. Sgt. Carl 
M. Swanson is the Group Sergeant Major, 
and the unit personnel section is func- 
tioning with the old parent organiza- 
tion, the Hqrs. Squadron of the 3rd 
Bombardment Group, under the direction 
of lst Lieut. Harry G. Be.rrs. 


=———0 een 


GENERAL KROGSTAD ASSUMES COMMAND 
OF LANGLEY AIR BASE 


Brigadier General Arnold N. Krogstad, 
Commanding General of the 2nd Bombard- 
ment Wing, GHQ Air Force, which yvosi- 
tion he assumed in 1938, was recently 
appointed to command the Air Base at 
Langley Field, Va. The Second.Wing, 
whicn comprised all Air Corps Groups 
at Langley Figtd, Va.; Selfridge Field, 
Mich., and Mifthel Field, N.Y., was: 
under the recent reorganization redesig- 
nated the 2nd Bombardment Wing. The 
present 2nd Pombardment Wing comprises 
Only the end and 22nd Bombardment Groups 
and the 18th and 4lst Reconnaissance 
Squedrons, all stationed at Langley 
Field, Va. 


Under the new Air Corns policy, the 
Wing Commander of a tactical force, 
those headquarters are located at a 
base. Tnus, to General Krogstad's tac- 
tical duties there have been added the 
administrative duties of the Langle 
Field Rase, one of the largest in the 
country. 0 


Flying Training Activities (From p. 10) 
Shatter, if., [7 miles northwest of 
Bakersfield, this marking the first fa- 
tality since the training program ‘was 
inaugurated on the West Coast. 

Coincident with the transfer of this 
Class to Stockton, a new class ain 
ing Cadets, fresh from primary training 
at the civilian elementary flying sch 20ls 
in poashars gee apt Ag hp. a to 
e he basic phase of training a 
Moffatt Field. ary 

The Basic Flying School at Moffett 


Field is under the command of Col. 3.B. 
yon, Air Uorps. 
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GENERAL DARGUE VISITS MOPFEIT FTELD 


During the course of aroutine inspec- © 


tion trip covering training centers, 
schools and aircreft factories,. Briz. 
Gen. H.A. Dargue, Chief of the Inspec~ 
tion Division, éffice of the Chief of 
the Air Coros, visited Moffett Field 
_Calif., on February 6, aad conferred 

with Brig. Gen. Henry WwW. Harms, Command- 
ing General of the West Coast ‘Air Corns 
Training Center. Flying ina Bl18A 
airplane, Gon. Dergue was accompanied 
by Maj. N.F. T-rining, Cept. M.A. Libby, 
end two enlisted nen. 


anes 


GROUPS TO GO TO NORTHERN FIFLDS 


More then 500 Air Corps officers and 
men, who call Moffett Field theirhome, 
are awaiting withcorsidereble anticipa- 
tion the date of their deperture for 
Alaska, Americas "last frontier;" where 
they will be stationed at Dlmendorffield, 
at Anchorage and Ledd Field, at fair- 
banks. | 

Some 300 of these men will chortly 
lesve Moffett. Fiela for Fort Mason, San 


Sent 


. Frenciseo; where they will be joined by - 


some men out of 275 who completed their 
courses at Air Corvs teclricel schools, 
and by personnel of the 18th Pursvit 
Squadron, and 35th Pursuit Group, forner- 
ly stationed at Moffett Field and newat 
._ Hamilton Field, Calif. 


It was planned for these units to ar- 
rive on February 12 at Fort Mason,where 
“ang were to board the U.S. Armytrans- 
yet St. Miniel. Some of the organiza- 

ions! equipment had already been trans- 
ported for losiing on a north-ocund 
ransport or supply ship. 


The Moffett Field personnel are mombers 
of the 23rd Air Base Groupend the 28th 
Composite Group, under the command of 
Majs. John_L. Devidson and G.W. Titus, 
respectively. 


The ship was scheduled to stop over for 
a few dayset Seattle, Wash., where the 
‘ Contingent was to be joined by the 75rd. 
Msdiunm Bombardment Scuadron from McChord 
F oe Wash., 8 i 36th Sees — 
men aaaainon rom Lowry Field, Denver, 
Colo., then to nreceed to Sewerd, Alas- 
ka, and from there transferred to the 
government railroad forthe trip to An- 
Chorage and Fairbanks. 


A small advance detachment is already 
stationed at each of the two Alaskan 
bases. <A letter received recently by 
st Set. C.E. Sneuffeur, 23rd Air Rase 
Group, fron Sat L.S. Hubbard, of the 
Aivence Group, tells some of the latter's 
exveriences in the new country. Rent 


~]2Q= 


and prices for average commodities are 
reported to be somewhat higher than 
"outside," and some difficulty has been 
experienced in finding suitable quar- 
ters for married men. Stating that silk 
socks and light underwear are of little 
value, he advises the men coming up_ to 
bring hea woollen piothing, Good 
imnting, fisning and other winter sports 
abound, - 

It is anticipated that thenorthern 
fields will be ready forthe new Groups 
by the time they arrive. 

---000--— 
Ni MACHINE DETECTS FLAYS IN VRTAL 


which will eid in de- 
thus pro- 


A new machine, 
termining structural faults, t 
moting greater safety in f lying opera- 
tions, was recently ins -lled in the 
propeller shop at Moffett sield, Calif. 


This machine, an electrical device, 
can detect minute flaws in the metal, 
net visibleon the surface or even under 
a micrescove. . Such testing accounts 
forthe small number of feiluresin Army 
aircraft. 


Cavzble of er small pieces as 
well es large, the device is desimed 
principally for testing propellers. The 
gor to be tested is vluced in anelec- 
rical field and magmetized, and afluid, 
in wnich .is mixei a quantity of iron 
filings, is sprayed thereon. ‘he elec- 
trical current flowing through the metal 
causes the iron filings to form in pat- 
terns aud, if there is an infinitesimal 
flaw in the metal, the filings will form 
in a line over it. Pieces in which such 
flaws are found_are rejected from fur~ 
ther service. The machine is used par- 
ticularly on parts subjected to strain 
end vibration during use, such as bear=- 
ings end propellers. 
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36TH GROUP AIR SCHELONS 
ARRIVE IN PYTERTO RICO 


The 36th Pursuit Groun (Interceptor), 
comprising Headquarters and Headquar- 
ters Squadron, 22nd, 23rd and 3end Pur~ 
suit Squadrons, which arrived, im:inus 
ilots and airnlanes, at Ponce Air Base, 

erto Rico, on January 6, 1941, via 
pt ri from Langley Field, Va., was 
joined on the 19th of that month by the 
air echelons of the Group. The airmen, 
who were warmly welcomed by their com 
rades who had vreceded them to the 
Puerto Rican Air Rase, renorted a very 


interesting and enjoyable experience en- 
route. 


Overnight stops were made at Miami, 
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Fla.; Havana and Guantanamo 


Bay. ‘Ouba; 
Cuidad . Trujillo, Dominican Republic. 
All airplanes of the Group landed at 
Borinquen Field, Puerto Rico, on the 
18th, and phey were ferried to the Ponce 
Air Base the following day. | 


Air Corps personnel making theflight 
were as follows: 


eend Squadron: Maj. Glenn %. Barcus, 
Lieuts. est H. rine & Milton B. 
Adams, Charles D. Slocumb, Kirkwood ey, 
III, Jack G. Milne, Master Sgt. Wm. B. 
Fox, Tech. Sets. Arthur Wichert , Robert 
P. Chew, Staff Sets. John F. Kohut and 
Raymond H. Thomas; 


cord on: 
Jr., Wm. L. Ourry, Robert D. Hunter, 
more N. Garrett, Wn. E. McMntire, Tech. 
Sgt. L.E. Todd, Staff Sets. C.H. Brient, 
Jr., J.H. Johnston, Ray M. Johnson and 
Marshall Phillips; 


3end Squadron: Capt. Charles A. Har~ 
rington, lst Lieuts. Earl H. Dunham 
David L. Lewis, Cecil L. Wells, 2nd Lieut 
Alfred J. Ball, Staff s. Oscar L.C. 
Woodward, James P. Light, John L. Bude- 
selic, Dennis T. Garrett and Joseph 
Reburn. 


BUSINESS CONCERNS AID U.S. ARMY 


With the ranidly expanding activities 
of the U.S. Army in Latin America, Air 
Corps personnel are finding the wide- 
soread facilities of three great Ameri- 
can companies at their service. These 
three are the Pan American Airways Sys- 
tem; the United Fruit Co.; and the | 
Standard Oil of New Jersey subsidiaries, 
which are developing the oil fields of 
Venezuela, Peru, and Colombia. 


Many 
of the United States are to be found . 
among the pilots, engineers, and business 
men throughout the countries "South of 
the Border." All cooperate with the Air 
Corps to the fullest extent possible to 

rovide communication facilities, service 

or egies and accommodations for ver- 
sonnel... . 


It was found in many instances that the 
best hotel accommdations are "off the 
beaten track," being available in the 


camps operated by the Standard Oil of New Inspir 


Jersey subsidiaries. Officers are re- “I Says "We." 
minded of their own posts by the Fixes blame for breakdom Fixes - breakdown 


camps of the L 
Caibo;: the Stan Oil of Venezuela at 
Garipito; and the International Petro- 
leum Co. at Talara, Peru, whose settle~ 
ments provide residence halls, homes, 


cafeterias, and recreation facilities for 


their employees. 
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Lieuts. James B. League ditions enroute to 
id- fe) 


ng the payroll, | 
* February 1 reached pa gi 


former members of the armedforces 


Petroleum Co., at Mara-~ Knows how it is done 








To the widely diversified interests 
of the United Fruit Co. must be added 
the management and maintenance of air- 
drome s. eir landing fields at Puerto 
Armielles, R.deP.; Parita, CostaRica; 
end La Lima, Honduras, are frequently 
used by Air Corps pilots on routine 
ro, ion training flights from the 
Canal Zone. 


Radio communications may be provided, 
if desired, by the far flung network 
of Pan American thy It is tothis 
compeny that the Air Corps is oftenin- 
debted for readily available supplies 
of gasoline and 011. PAA also pro- 
vides a reliable =egeen of weather con- 

ee aircraft. 


4TH SCHOOL SQUADRON HAS LARGE PAYROLL 





| Maj. W.H. Hanlon, commandingofficer, 
4th School Squadron, Chanute Field, I1l., 


has a big job, one outstanding feature 
thereof bel ch on 


tic pro- 
rtions of $80,188.94. Despite the 
argest p ll on record for a single 


squadron at this station, everything 
went off without a hitch after paycall 
had been sounded. 


January's collection-sheet had atotal 
f 24 es. Collections totaled 

13, .66, and the largest pee: to 
aye nete individual did not exceed 


To speed up pay precedure, parties 
visited the various departments where 
the 4th School Squadron personnel are 
on duty, and paid them "on the job!" 
Maj. Hanlon personally paid-off 180 men 
in 12 minutes. He stated that by care- 

ul planning and pre~arrangement the 
time required to pay over 2700 men did 
not exceed much over two hours. 


Even though pay call itself proved to 
be a simple matter, each man had one 
thought uppermost in his mind: There 
was no eo where to g° to spend his 
money—the post was under quarantine! 


=-=00G-— 


OR LEADER 


BOSS 
Coaches them 

’ Depends on good will 
Inspires enthisiasm 


Drives his men 
Depends on authority 
es fear 

rT] 


Makes work a drudgery Makes it a game 


Colonel Eugene A. Lohman, Air Corps, was relieved 
from duty at Headquarters, Sixth Corps Area, effec 
tive March 1, 1941, and assigned to duty at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 
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HOW UNCLE SAM PRODICES FINEST WINGS IN YORLD 
Ry the Materiel Division Correspondent 


While speedy pursuit planes and long- 
range bombers are ot Pe taking shape 


in aircraft factcries to form Uncle 
Sam's powerful new air fleet, the 
Air Corps' "idea men" at Wright Field 
are already planning new planes, and 
imrovements on the best of existing 
designs. 
This work of men with imagination and 
vision also calls for the stabilizi 
background of the vast. store of techni- 
cal knowledge, compiled in 23 years of 
Air Corps research and experimentation, 
for these men must prove the worth of 
their ideas in the light of past ex 
perience, and establish the reasonable 
probability of translating their ideas 
into act flyable airplanes. 


Three Years Ahead 


"Three years ahead of the procession-" 
That's the goal of the Experimental In- 
Eeneer tne Section at Wright Field, and 

he research men are striving constant- 
‘ly to lay down svecifications for new 
war planes which will be better than 
those of any other nation three years 
hence. 

America's new airplanes, even the 
“dream ships" now being designed, are 
not new in the sense of being "inven- 
tions." Rather they are the products 
of development, starting with the best 
of accepted desims, and using theseas 
a concrete working basis for improve- 
ments, which will produce an airplane 
of the future that can fly farther, or 
faster, or carry more load than the 
present planes of the same class. 

_ The most svectacular of the new Amer- 
ican warplanes is the *B-19, huge 210- 
foot winged bomber, now beingcomoleted 
at_ the Douglas plant in Santa Monica, 
Calif. Desigmed for a range of 8000 
miles, this Bomber is an enlarged de- 
velopment: of the B-15, which holds 
present world's records for load- 
Carrying and long-range flight. The 
B-15, with a wing span of 150 feet, is 
in turn one step in size and develop- 
ment beyond the first four-motored 
monoplane Bombers of the Army, the fa- 
mous B-17 "Flying Fortresses," now in 
quantity production. 


Interceptors Needed 


As in the case of Bombers, the devel- 
opment of present-day high speed Pur~ 
suit planes has likewise come about 

rom a tactical need for an extremely 
fast, maneuverable pa which can 
climb very rapidly to intercept an at- 


alidie 


tacking fleet of enemy Bombers, and de- 
stroy as many of them as possible. 
Generally, specifications prevared by 
the Air Corps exnerts offer a descrip- 
tion of the desired airplane with con- 
siderable detail in regard to its gen- 
eral type and epee. 
The "idea men" decide what top speed 
may be expected of the plane, its rate 
of climb, its landing speed, and the 
space it requires for taking off and 
landing. ig also set down estimates 
of the range the plane should have, the 
highest altitude it mst reach, and.de- 
termine what its load shall be, includ- 


Ps the number of crew, weight of fuel, 
oil, 


equipment, bomb load andarmament. 
The specifications also include re- 
uirements of structural strength, | 

mop are determined by the strain _im- 
nosed on various parts of the airplane 
by maneuvers it will be called upon to 
make. There are also requirements as 
to stability and maneuverability, ma- 
terials, and ease of vroduction and 
maintenance. 

Since the more limited the airplane's 
function is, the more chance there is 
for satisfactory attainment of that pur- 
pose, the Air Corps tries to limit each 
plane to a particular task. Anairplane 

esigned for two or more functions is 
seldom of great value for any of them. 


Engine Limits Design 


Every airplane is built around its 
power plant, and this is the main limit- 
ing factor in desig. The. XB-19 is 
powered with got: te pee engines 
which had not been developed when the 
B-15. was designed. The new sky dread- 
naught is dependent for its very exist- 
ence on the greater power now available. 
A few years ago, a plane of its sizeand 
range could not have been produced with 
the best of engines then available. 

“hile the svecifications do not gener- 
ally call. for any particular engine, it 
is necessary that requirements be pre- 
pared within the present limits of air- 
plane engine development. 

The Wright Field peer nantal EIngi- 
neering Section has its own specie 
design unit, which draws up a series of 
experimental designs about the charac- 
teristics which are snecified. When the 
designs are prenared, it may be discov- 
ered that the speed required may be out 
of line with the load expected to becar- 
ried or the landing speed required for 


safety, and so the development of ‘the 
final specifications is usually, aprocess 


of compromise between tactical needs and 
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obility to meet them on the basis of 
existing develonuents. 


Airvlane Cometitions 


When soecifications are completed, the 
Air Corps announces a competition and 
invites moenufacturers to submit their 
own designs, based on the snecifica- 
tions set forth. If the specifications 
are thoroughly vrenered, the general 
outline of the plene and its capnabil- 
ities are elready well established. 

The desimer!'s work, of course, is a 
story in itself. He must select the 
engines, determine how many will be 
used, and where they will be placed. 
Then he predares a weight estimate of 
the eircraft, including all essentials 
except the structure itself. These 
would include tue engines, accessories, 
propellers, fuel, oil, tanks and piping 
crew, luggage, armament, ecuipment, 
tires, wheels, etc. 

Next, he goes into problems of wing 
area and the selection of an airfoil 
section (the curve of the wing from 
leading edge to trailing edge, which 
has a definite relationship to the lift 
provided by the wins, and no drag which 

olds the plane back). He must ceter- 
mine the vlen-form of his wing, waether 
tavered, ellioticel, or rectangular, 
and decide tie angle at wnich it shall 
be set. If the wine is set at athigh 
angle of attack, the designer gains in 
lift, but the wing imst then be built 
stronger to withstand the added load. 

When the designer has his wing shaned, 
he makes an estinete of the total weight 
of the pnane and begins to draw the de- 
slgn. Space is at a premium, so amain 
Objective of aircraft design is to tuck 
every requireixent neatly into aminimm 
of space consistent with ease of move- 
ment of the crew and their ability to 
Operate equipment. It is essential that 
he determine carefully the positions of 
the engines, the crew, and ec ipment, in 
relation to their functions. With this 
worked out, he draws his fuselage plen, 
agin the undercarriage and tail 
unit. 

Since another important fector is 
balance, the desigmer nrenares a bal- 
ance schedule showing the weight of 
each item and the distance from itscen- 
ter of gravity to a selected reference 
poms on the airvlane. This table is 
then used to compute the center of grav- 
ity of the plane minus the wing. 


Locating the Wing 


The location of the wing, determined 
by its effect on flying cnaracteristics 
and stability of the airplane and prob- 
lem of vision, are the next considera- 
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tions. 
One of the most unusual designs re- 
cently developed was that of the speedy 
Rell P-39 plane, wherein the wing is 
placed far back, affording the pilot un- 
vsuelly good vision over the leading 
edge. This was made possible by vlac- 
ing the engine behind the pilot's seat, 
thus moving the center of gravityfar- 
ther back in the plane. Gzenenlt , the 
wing is located so that the airplane's 
center of gravity is between 25 and 30 
er cent of the Sistuinn between the 
eading end trailing edges of the wing. 
‘Yith this problem settled, the de- 
Simmer prepares a set of three-view 
drawings showing as much detail aspos- 
sible of the construction anddimensions ) 
of the airplane. A wind tunnel modelis | 
then constructed, anche at scaled to : 
the exact vroportions of *he airplane. | 
The model's surfece finish must bevery 
smooth. : 


Wind Tumnel 


The moiel is susvended in a wind tun- 
nel, either at the manufacturing plant 
or at ‘right Field, and is subjected to 
high speed blasts of artificial wind 
produced by huge fans, while accurate 
measuring equipyent records the verform 
ence cf the model and determines the 
efficiency of the design. Suchtesting 
is particularly valuable where comera- 
tive results are needed. 

For exatmle, the desimers may debate 
two designs for a fuseleze or the vrob- 


lem of whether to make the airnlene a 
pusher (wit the propellers behind the 
engines) or the more conventional trac- 


tor plane. Wind tunnel tests sometimes 
have resulted in the virtual scrapping | 
of well-advanced designs. Frequentl 
the design is subjected to considerable 

“cpg as a result of data obtained in 

the tests. Fellewing the wind tunnel 
tests, desimers and engineers can cal- 
culate within a very few miles the top 

speed of the proposed eirmlane andother 
pea po data before actual construc- 

ion begins. 


Full-Size Mockuns 


While the designer has nlaced equip~ 
ent, crew and armament, by drawing them 
into the plane, this phase of airplane 
design is usuelly subjected to further 
check by construction of a full~sized 
"mockuo," or model of the craft. Thefu- 
selage and possibly one wing may be con- 
stracted, or two alternative wing ar 
ranzements, one on each side. 

Besides determining the final interior 
arrangements, the mockup discloses, far 
more accurately than any drawing or small 


scale model could do, the airplane's 
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visibility characteristics for the pi- 
lot, the accessibility, and ease of 
removal of engines and tanks. Instro- 
ments, and equinment, or dummies cf the 
same size, actually are fitted into the 
places taey will occunsy in the com 
pleted plane. 

Until recently, the mockup was gener- 
ally constructed of wood, with acheese- 
cloth covering to similate the eluminun 
alloy "skin" of the airplane. Dut witha 
the growth of the airvlane industry, 
some manufacturers are now building 
more elaborate meckups out of metal 

arts, so as to more closcly resemble 
he finished plane, as well as toserve 
as mere accurete reference models for 
the building of the actual airnvlane. 

During the mockun stage, changes of 
structural parts of the plene may be 
required because of interference with 
various functions of the crew. Inthat 
event, the desimer need only redraw 
his desig. Changes nct uncovered un- 
til the airolene is actually under con- 
struction would involve delay as well 
as great cost in many cases. 


Buying New Plenes 


Prior to the »resent emergency status 
On wer plane crders, it was the prac~ 
tice of the Air Corps to require manu- 
facturers to submit to Wright Fieldfor 
tests one finished airplane of the oro- 
posed new model before ordering quan- 

ity production. 

Recently, in order to speed up pro- 
duction of new models, the Air Cerpsin 
several instances departed from this 
practice by ordering plenes “right off 
the drafting boards" without requiring 
submission of the ccmleted planes in 
advence. This »raciice, however, was 
followed only in cases where the manu- 
facturer had »reviously built similar 
planes to the satisfection of the Air 

rps, or where the design was proven 
by wind tunnel tests and other prelim 
inary checks. In these cases, “right 
Field engineers take delivery on the 
first production plane which comes off 
the line and run it through its tests 
while additionel plemes are being 
turned out. 


Airplane Testing 


At mee Field, the structure of a 
new airplane is subjected to severe 
stress by various tests to determine 
whether it can_withstand the strains of 
flight. Briefly, these tests involve 
piling huge weights on the fuselage and 
wings to learn how much load they can 
Carry; so, dropping varicus parts of 
the plane to see how much shoc pee 
can absorb. Such tests are especially 
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severe if the nlane is of a new design 
differing radically in structure from 
its predecessors. Often a new design 
wing or fuselage is tested to destruc- 
tion to ascertain its ultimate strength. 
Following the structures tests, the 
lane is reassembled end flown by 
‘right Field pilot-engineers, who re- 
cord data on its perfermance and check 
same against specificetion requirements, 

Under the old system, once a proto- 
type plane hed nassed its tests, an 
erder was. placed for 13 planes, which 
were assigned to tecticad squadrons 
for a year of "service test ot fg oa 

Now, however, wiile the first plane 
is being tested, additional ones are 
streaming off the assembly lire, and 
the first of these are used for "ac- 
celerated service tests." Recently, 

28 pilots, picked at ranc 1 from Pur- 
suit squadrons at other Air Corps 
ficlis, were ordered to noche jig oy | 
Patterson Field to fly service tests 
on seven Curtiss P-40 airmlanes. In 
the snece of three weeks, the vilots, 
working in three shifts a day, flew 
each of these vlenes a total of 150 
hours, the equivelent of a year'sfly- 
ing under normal conditions. Similar 
tests are being undertaken with new 
models of the 8-17 "Flying Fortresses," 
end the Bell P-S9 Pursuit plane, and 
the “accelerated service test" isex- 
ected to become a nermanent part of 
est vrocedure. 

Once the sarvice tests are completed, 
any changes reconmended cre made "on 
the rm." Just as a newspaper may 
replate its front nage for a new extra 
while the press is running, so the 
manufacturers may be asked to incorpo~ 
rate desired immrovements on later 
planes in the series while continuing 
the steady production flow. 
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A SEA OF GASOLINE 


"Destroyer squadrons of Uncle Sam's 
Navy," declares the Randolph Field cor- 
respondent, “usually float in water, 
but if the ocean should suddenly dry up 
they can call on Randolph Field, Texas » 
for help. The 'West Point of the Air 
uses encugh gasoline in a year to float 


an entire squadron cf Nevy destroyers. 
Call off flying for_twelve months, and 
Rendolph Field will have nore than 


18,000 tons of high test gasoline aveil- 


able. In ee alone, Flying Cadet 
traini activities used slightly more 
than 500,000 


eran of fuel, or enouga 
to float a1,500-ton destroyer. The 
mileage isn't bad either, considering 
450-horsepower motors used in the low 
wing basic training planes. It's about 
six miles per gallon." 
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BREVITIES 





The 13th Reconnaissance Squadron (H) was acti- 
vated at Langley Field, Va., on January 15, 1941, 
with an initial strength of two officers (Captain 
Russell A, Wilson and 1st Lieut. Henry R. Sullivan, 
Jr.) and 40 enlisted men, who were transferred from 
the 4lst Reconnaissance Squadron. The final desti- 
nation of this new Squadron is Bangor, Me., which is 
styled by the Bangor Chamber of Commerce as "The 
Gateway to the North Woods” and "Vacationland.™ 
Pending the orders to move to the north, the 13th is 
attached to its parent organization, the 41st Squad- 
ron. 





Colonel Walter Bender, Air Corps, who for more than 
a year has been the Rxecutive Officer at the Langley 
Air Base and.who has served at that station for the 
past five years, was transferred to Fort Gearge 
Wright, Spokane, Wash. , for duty as Inspector General 
for the Northwest Air District. 

In a total of 35 years, Colonel Bender rose to his 
present rank from a private in Troop K, 6th U.S. 
Cavalry. The bar of service stripes under his Air 
Corps wings includes colors for Indian campaigns, 
Mexican campaign, World War and Philippines. -He en- 
listed in the 6th Cavalry in 1905 and was commission- 
ed a second lieutenant of Infantry on July 14, 1917. 

After his flying service with the French during 
the World War - incidentally being the recipient of 
the Croix de Guerre - he joined the 91st Aero Squad- 
ron, U.S. Air Service, and later served with the 8th’ 
Aero Squadron, which was commanded by Captain John 
G. Winant, who subsequently became Governor of New - 
Hampshire and just recently was appointed Ambassador 
to Great Britain. 

Colonel and Mrs. Jacob W.S. Wuest recently took 

formal leave of the officers of Langley Field, Va., 
at a reception which was held at the Officers’ Club 
at that post. Colonel Wuest was assigned to duty 
at the new air base at Tallahassee, Fla. He has 
been stationed at Langley Field for nearly three 
years, and since 1939 was in command thereof. His 
name has been current in a national magazine which 
is publishing the personal diary of the late Wm. E. 
Dodd, University of Chicago educator and historian, 
covering the period in Nazi diplomacy when Mr. Dodd 
was U.S. Ambassador to Berlin, The diary notes fre- 
_ quently refer to Colonel Wuest, for he was Military 
end Air Attache in Berlin at the time. 





Brigadier General Arnold N. Krogstad, Commanding 
General of'the 2nd Bombardment Wing, GHQ Air Force, 
and off, the Langley Field Air Base, recently appoint- 
ed as’his base executive officer Lieut. Colonel 
Paul J. Mathis, the oldest officer in point of ser- 
vice at Langley Field, whose two tours thereat to- 
taled 13 years. Colonel Mathis succeeded Colonel 
Walter Bender, previously mentioned. 


The highlights of Barkédale Field and the U.3, 
Air Corps in general were featured in a 30-minute 
‘broadcast recently by Barksdale Field Air Corps of- 
ficers. A direct pickup from the stage of the Post 
‘Theater gave a graphic on-the-scene description of 
,the Link Trainer, instrument or blind flying in- 
‘struction, and a discussion of Barksdale Field's 
training program by Colonel Charles T, Phillips, the 
Commanding Officer. 





The physical plant at Hicks Field, Fort Worth,Tex:, 
continues to grow, three new buildings now being m- 
der construction. The new $27,500 hangar, identical 
with hangars 2 and 3, and located just north of No. 1 
was scheduled to be completed on February 20th. It 
will be 184" by 100", with a 20-foot lean-to, which 
will accommodate offices and shops. The capacity of 
these hangars is 24 planes each. With the planes now 
at Hicks Field and more to come, the new hangar will 
prove a much needed addition. 

The new ground school being completed will contain 
three classrooms. Just south of this building is the 
new “D" Barracks, which will house 80 Cadets. larger 
enrollments have necessitated additional housing fa- 
cilities. Glass 41-G will have an lment of 130, 
and the classes to follow will be increased to 150 
each. 





Three separate aviation companies, the 805th, the 
806th and the 807th, have been organized by the Corps 
of Engineers for station at Panama, Puerto Rico and 
Alaska. 

Each company is composed of 5 officers and 160 en- 
listed men. It is organized to comprise a company 
headquarters, service platoon and two operating pla- 
toons. Included in the equipment used by each com 
pany are various types of grading machinery, rollers, 
tractors, earth movers and other heavy wits. 





A War Department announcement, under date of Febru- 
ary 14th, is to the effect that an additional $300,000 
has been allotted for additional construction work on 
the Tucson, Arizona, airport. The total cost of this 


‘project is estimated at $1,947,812, of which 


1,386,212 already is available. The allotment of 
306,000 was made in order to permit the work to con- 
sins * 





During impressive ceremonies held at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., on February 8th, the Daedlalian 
Trophy was presented to the First Bombardment Wing, 
commanded by Brigadier General Frank D. Lackland, by 
Major General Jacob E. Fickel, Commanding General of 
the Southwest: Air District. The highlight of the 
ceremony was a-ground review of all available GHQ Air 
Force troms in the Wing, under the command of Col. 
Benjamin G. We'r, Executive Officer of March Field. 

The Daedalian Trophy is awarded each year to the 
Wing or Group in the GHQ Air Force which has the low- 
est accident rate per 1,000 flying hours. The pre- 
vious winner of the Trophy was the 19th Bombardment 
Group, also stationed at March Field. The i 
organization retains custody of the Trophy util the 
new winner, decided by statistics compiled by the 
Materiel Division, is announced. 

The Trophy was presented originally to the Air 
Corps by the Order of the Daedalians, an organization 
composed of American pilots who served during the 
World War, and was first awarded in 1938. 





The 3lst Pursuit Group, stationed at Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., recently received several 
P-39 Pursuit airplanes. Popularly tagged the 
“Airacobra,” the P-39 is the first American Pursuit 
airplane which is armed with a 37 mm. cannon. This 
gun fires through the propeller hub. This airplane 
is also equipped with several machine guns which 
also fire through its nose, synchronized with the 
propeller. Powered ig 1090 h.p. liquid-cooled 
engine, the speed of the “Airacobra” is rated in ex- 


cess of 300 miles per hour. 
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PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Special Orders of the War Department, recently is- 


Captain to Major, with rank from December 30, 1940 


Charles A. Bassett 


sued, announced the promotion of the following-namea Narcisse L. Cote 


Air Corps officers; 


George H. Sparhawk 


To Colonel, Regular renk from Jan 1, 19413 John F. Guillett 
lone emporary er W. . Dixon M, Allison 


Lieut. Colonels to Colonel (Tempo 


Wi rom 
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William E, Farthing 
Lester T. Miller 
Arthur B, McDaniel 
Francis M, Brady 


Warner B. Gates 
Ira C. Eaker 


Joel G. O'Neal 
Alva L. Harvey 
James W. Andrew 
George J. Eppright 
Clarence D, Wheeler 


Frank H, Pritchard Walter S. Lee 


Mejors to Lieut. Colonel (Temo 


2 rom 
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Harold L. Clark 

San L. Ellis 

George G. Lundberg 
Evgene L. Eubank 
Lawrence A, Lawson 
Albert W. Stevens 
Bayard Johnson 

Frank M, Paul 

Samuel M. Connell 
Charles B, DeShields 
John E. Upston, G.S.C. 
Reuben C. Moffat 

Paul L. Williams 
Clarence P. Kane 
Harry Weddington 
Same’? C. Eaton, Jr. 
Leonidas L. Koontz 
Merrill D. Mann 
Albert C. Foull 
Edward V. Harbeck, Jr. 
Edward E. Hildreth 
Same! G. Frierson 
Phiilips Melville 
John G. Williams 
Albert B, Pitts 
Bernard §, Thompson 
Willss R. Taylor 
Rober} D. Knapp 

James T, Curry, Jr. 
William B. Souza 
Alfred Lindeburg 
Joseph A, Wilson 
Clements McMullen 
Ames S. Albro 

Milo McCime 

Charles McK. Robinson 
Benjamin B. Cassiday 
Charles Y, Banfill, G.S.C. 
Myron R. Wood 

Robert T. Cronau 
Lioyd C. Blackburn 
William C, Goldsborough 
Walter R, Peck 
Arthur G. Hamilton 
Emil C. Kiel, G.S.C. 
Harold L, George 


Lewis A. Dayton 
Younger A. Pitts 
Howard Z. Bogert 
Charles H. Dowman 
Thomas W. Blackburn 
Harry A. Johnson 
Bob E. Nowland, G.S.C 
Barney M, Giles 
Bernard J. Tooher 
Claude E,. Duncan 
Albert F. Hegenberger 
Mex F, Schneider 
Donald G. Stitt 
Glenn C, Salisbury 
Harold R, Wells 
Malcolm S, Lawton 
Jasper K. McDuffie 
Howard K, Ramey 
Lionel H. Dunlap 
Harold D. Smith 
Earle J. Carpenter 


James P, Hodges 
Frannk L. Cook 
Oakley G. Kelly 
Bernard T. Castor 
James A. Mollison 
Harold W. Beaton 
Edgar E. Glenn, G.S.C 
John W. Monahan 
Cortlandt S. Johnson 
Charles C, Chauncey 
Homer B, Chandler 
Carl W. Pyle 

Jom M. McCulloch 
Charles W. Sullivan 
Melvin B. Asp 

George C. McDonald 
Peter E, Skanse 
Malcolm N, Stewart . 
Arthur G. Liggett 
Westside T, Larson 
Newton Longfellow 
Lloyd Barnett 

John A. Iaird, Jr. 
Charles W. Steinmetz 
John M, Davies 


With rank from February l, 1941 


Walter T. Meyer 
Wendell B, McCoy 
James E. Duke, Jr. 
Martinus Stenseth 


Rex K, Stoner 
James B. Carroll 
Thomas L. Gilbert 
James D. Givens, 


Meming E. Tillery 
Gerald G. Johnston 
Elmer J. Rogers, Jr. 
John C. Crosthwaite 
Clarence S. Irvine 
Ralph B. Holmes 
Darr n. Alkire 
Thurston H. Baxter 
John A. Tarro 


John T. Sprague 


- Frederick A, Bacher, Jr. 


Ward J. Davies 
Yantis H. Taylor 
Claire Stroh 

F. Edgar Cheatle 
Arthur J. Lehman 
Oscar F. Carlson 
George E. Henry 
Signa A. Gilkey 
Clinton W. Davies 
Reuben Kyle, Jr. 
Harvey F. Dyer 


A.J. Kerwin Malone 
Russell Keillor 
Ernest H. Lawson 
John E, Bodle 
Russell Scott 
Burton M, Hovey, Jr. 
Richard E, Cobb 
Dale D. Fisher 
Henry W. Dorr 
Carlisle I. Ferris 
Elwood R. Quesada 
Willard R.Wolfinbarger 
George W. McGregor 
Charles A. Harrington 
Maurice F. Daly 
Lawrence S. Kuter, G.S.C. 
George McCoy, Jr. 
Julius T, Flock 

John M, Sterling 
Mark K. Lewis, Jr. 
Orrin L. Grover 
Milton M, Towner 

Fay R. Upthegrove 
Charles B. Stone 3rd 
Neil B. Harding 
Robert L. Easton 
Henry M. Bailey 
Walter W. Gross 

Otto C. George 

John N. Jones 

Leo W. DeRosier 
Gordon P, Saville 
Chas. B. Overacker,Jr. 
George H. Macnair 


tain to jor, with rank from Feb 1, 1941 


James A, Ellison 
Hoyt L. Prindle 
James ¥, Walsh 
George R. Geer 
Donald W. Benner 
Lawrence H. Douthit 
. George R. Acheson 
Frank H. Robinson 
Waldine W. Messmore 
Herbert M. Newstrom 
Allen R, Springer 
Franklin C. Wolfe 
Ford L. Fair 
Ivan M. Palmer 
Joseph G, Hopkins 
Elmer P, Rose 
Ford J. Lauer 
Fay 0. Dice 
Herbert E. Rice 
Edward H. Porter 
Joseph H. Atkinson 
Robert L. Schoenlein 
Frederick W. Ott 
Wentworth Goss 
James L. Daniel, Jr. 
Budd de Peaslee 
John F, Egan 
Edgar R. Todd 
Arthur La S. Smith 
Donald D. Arnold 
Clarence T. Mower 
-18- Be 


Louie P, Turner 
William T, Hefley 
Robert S. Israel, Jr. 
Donald B. Smith 
David P. Laubach 
James E, Briggs 
John S. Mills 
George W. Mundy 
Alfred R. Mexwell 
Paul H. Johnston 
Roscoe C. Wilson 
Walter E. Todd 
Bryant L. Boatner 
Nathan B, Forrest . 
Robert F, Tate 
Samuel R, Brentnall 
Charles F. Born 
Frank F. Everest, Jr. 
John Je Morrow 
Frank J. Coleman 
R. Loyal Easton 
Norris B, Harbold 
George R. Bienfang 
Russell A. Wilson 
David R, Gibbs 
Charles G., Goodrich 
A. VanP. Anderson, Jr. 
Fred'k L.Anderson,Jr. 
r S. Olds 
fotoet F, Travis 
William H. Tunner 
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LaVerne G. Saunders 
Emmett O'Donnell, Jr. 
Donald W, Titus 
Emmett F. Yost 
Robert K. Taylor 
James W. Brown, Jr. 
William C, Sams 
Robert H. Kelly 
James F, Olive, Jr. 
Edgar A. Sirmyer, Jr. 
Thomas W. Steed 
Robert E.L. Pirtle 
Wilbur Erickson 
Lilburn D. Fator 
Archibald M, Kelley 


Ralph E. Koon 
Howard G,. Bunker 
Stuart G. McLennan 
John A. Samford 
Fred 0. Tally 
Roger M. Ramey 
Forrest G. Allen 
John T. Murtha, Jr. 
Samuel E. Anderson 
Joseph E, Bulger 
George fF. Smith 
Allen W. Reed 
Arthur W. Meehan 
Truman H. Landon 
Maurice C. Bisson 


Harry E. Wilson Ralph 0. Brownfield 
Robert W. Warren Joel BE, Mallory 
John F, Wadmen Donald R. Lyon 


Delmar T. Spivey 
August W. Kissner 


Warren H, Higgins 


Effective January 9, 1941, the following tempora- 
ry appointments in the Army of the United States 
were made? 

To Colonel: Lieut. Colonel (Temp.) John Kenneth 
Cannon; Lieut. Colonel (Temp.) Omer 0. Niergarth; 
Major Walter Kellsey Burgess, 

To Lieut. Colonel: Major Uzal G. Ent, General 


St rps. 





WAR DEPARTMENT SPECIAL ORDERS 


To Atlanta, Ge.: Captain Elmer J. Rogers, Jr., 
from Boston, Mass., for duty as Instructor, Air 
Corps, Georgia National Guard. 

To Barksdale Field, Ila.: Captain John M, Hutchin- 
son, from Chanute Field, 111.3 Captain Lawson S, 
Moseley, Jr., from Chanute Field. 


To Bolling Field, D.C.: Captain Carl R. Feldman, 
from Hawaiian Department. 


To Chanute 11.3 Major Lawrence J. Carr, 
from Office Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 
To Des Moines, Iowa: Major Lee Q. Wasser, from 
Instructor, St. Paul, Mim., to duty as Instructor, 

Air Corps, lowa National Guard. 

To © Captain Sidney A. 
Ofst rom eld, Ia. 

To Fllington Field Texas; Captain John 
M. White, from Kelly Field, Texas. 


To Fort Belvoir, Va.3 ist Lieut. Merrill E. 
Delonge, for duty as Air 


Corps representative on the 


Engineer Board. 
To Fort George Wright, Wash.; Captain Donald B. 
Brumme!, ash.; Major Herman D, 


Southwick, Captains Philip B. Foote and Reginald 
Bowles, from McChord Field, Wash.; Majors Ray L. 
Owens and Harry A. Halverson, from Hamilton Field, 
Calif., for duty at ay Air District. 

To Fort mee Captain Fred S, Stocks, from 
Fo 
To Fort ceesainiatts Kans.; 2nd Lt. Wayne K. 

son, from eld, Kans. 

To Ellington Field, Texas: Major James W. Andrew, 
from Olo, 

To Hamilton “pisla Calif.; Captain Jesse Auton, 
from ce o st. Secretary of War, Washington. 

To Hawaiian artment; Major Elmer P, Rose from 
Fort Douglas, To Captains Colin P, Kelly, Jr., 


and Wm. R, Morgan, from March Field, Calif.; Joseph 


Ri 
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J. Ladd, from Fort Douglas, Utah; lst Lieuts. Wm L. 
Hayes, Jr., and Robert J. Rogers, from Maxwell Field, 
Ala.; Captain Jay D. Rutledge, Jr., from Langley 


Field, Va. 

To Kelly Field, Texas; Captain Thomas C. Musgrave, 
Jr., from a ian Department. 

To aa ee Va.3 Captain Hugh F. McCaffery, 
from an Department; Captains Robert D. Jotmston, 
Dwight Divine, 2d, and John M. Reynolds, from 23rd 
Composite Group, Orlando, Fla. 

To Hicks Field, Fort Worth, Texas; lst Lieut. 

Ro ears, from olph Field, Texas. 


To ee Field, Sacramento, Calif.: Captein 
Ivan L. rom eld, if. 

To Lond -: Major Charles M, Cummings, from 
Materie vision, Wright Field, Ohio, for duty as 
Assistant Military Attache, American Embassy. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.: Major Adolphus R. McCon- 


nell, from ian ment. 
To MacDill Field Fla.:; Captaina Nils 0. 
Ohman, James osey - Sluman, from 


Hawaiian Department. 


To Middletown Air ot, Pa.: Major Oakley G, 
Ric from Downey, = for duty as Air Corps 


Technical Supervisor. 


o so sent fost Lieut. Colonel John B, 
Patrick, from e Field, La. 


tchel ao ao Captain Joseph A. Bulger, 
from Langley st Lieut. Charles D. Jones, 
from Lawson Field, "Fort "bein. Ga. Colonel John 
D. Reardan (Inspector General's Dept.) from Presidio 
of San Francisco, Calif., for duty at Northeast Air 
District. 

To Milwaukee, Wisc,; Major Robert R. Selway,Jr., 
from Instructor, I11. National Guard, Chicago, to 
duty as Instructor, Air Corps, Wisconsin National 
Guard. 

To Moffett Field, Calif.; 2nd Lieut. James K, 


Briggs, from Randolph Field, Texas; Captain John C, 


Horton, from Lindbergh Field, San Diego, Calif. 
Zo Ogdery Ueabs Lieut. Colonel George G. Cressey, 
from Middletown Air Depot, Pa.; Major Russell J. 
Minty, from duty as Assistant District Supervisor, 
Eastern A.C. Procurement District, Hartford, Comn., 
for duty at Ogden Air Depot. 
re Captain Carlisle I. Ferris, 
from duty as Instructor, 40th Division Aviation, 
California National Guard, Los Angeles, to duty as 
Instructor, Air Corps, Oregon National Guarda. 
Oe ee 
B. el, from ice of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washington, D.C. 
- To Savannah Air Base, Ga.: Captains Richard M, 
Barden, Richard fT, Coiner, Render D, Denson, Charles 
W.: Haas, ist Lieut. Harry P. Leber, Jr., from Hawaiian 
Department; Colonel James B, Carroll, from Wright 
Field, Qhio, 
- To Se Ala.: Captain Jack L. Randolph, from 
ment. 
To a ry Mich.: Captains Donald R. 
on oseph D, » Jr., from 23rd Com 
posite Group, Orlando, Fla.; Captains Joseph S. 
Holtoner and Arno H. Luehman, from Hawaiian Dep't. 
T okane a Captain Nathan B. Forrest and 
is “ . Rendle, from McCord Field, for 
duty with the sth Bombardment Wing. 
To-Stockt Calif.; Captain Herbert L. Grills, 
from lan ment; Captain Oliver S. Picher, 


for duty at Advanced Flying School. (Previous orders 
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amended). 


‘0 io, Texas; ist Lieut. William H. 
Turner, From Kelly Fiela, Texas. 


To San Antonio, Texas; Captain William C. Dolan, 


from Higrs. 6th Corps Area to duty at Headquarters, 


Srd Army. 

Colonel James F. Doherty, 
from -Y.; Captain Wm. G. Lee, Jr., 
fron eerred Field, Va. 

To Fla. Brigadier General Clarence L. 
Tinker, from duty at MacDill Field, to 3rd Bombard- 
ment Wing, GHQ Air Force. 

Mejor John K, Nissley, from duty 
as Ins or, oO. Nat'l Guard, Denver, to duty as 
Instructor, Air Corps, Oklahoma National Guard. 

To Wi i D.C.3 Colonel Shepler Ww. Fitz 
Gerald, from Fort Douglas, Utah, for duty in the Of- 
fice of the Inspector General; Lieut. Colonel 
Grandison Gardner, from Wright Field, Ohio; Captain 
William H, Tunner, from duty with Organized Reserves 
at Memphis, Tenn.; Mejor William D. Old, from MacDill 
Field, Fla., for duty as a member of the General 
Staff Corps; Lieut. Colonel Harry A. Johnson, from 
Chanute Field, I1l.; Major Stewart W. Towle, Jr., 
for duty as Instructor, National Guard, from duty as 
Instructor, 28th Div. Aviation, Penna. National ~~ 
Guard, Philadelphia, Pa. 

To West Palm Beach Lieut. Colonel John W. 

rom ey » Va.3; Major George H. 
Macnair, from MacDill Field, Fla. 

To Wichi Kensas: - Major Jasper K. McDuffie, 
from duty as Ins or, Air Corps, Conn. National 
Guard, Hartford, Conmn., to duty as Instructor, Air 
Corps, Kansas National Guard. 

To Puerto Rican artment 3 
Mason, from iley, ° 

Orders were issued placing Major Charles McK. 
Robinson, Air Corps, on the retired list, April 30, 
1941, with the rank of Lieut. Colonel. 

The following-named Air Corps officers were de- 
tailed as members of the General Staff Corps, as- 
signed to the General Staff with troops, and to duty 
at the Air Districts indicateds 

Northeast Air District, Mitchel Field, N.Y.: Majors 
Edgar E, Glenn and Robert T. Zane, from Langley 
Field, Va. 

Southeast Air District, Tampa, Fla.: Lieut. Colo- 
nel Vincent J, Meloy and Major Charles H. Caldwell, 
29th Bombardment Group, MacDill Field, Fla. 

Southwest Air District, Riverside, Calif: Majors 
Clarence P, Talbot and Howard K. Ramey, from March 
Field, Calif. 


Captain Gerry L. 


Colonel Albert L, Sneed, Retired, has been placed 
on active duty and assigned to the Air Corps Advanc- 
ed Flying School, Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Mester Sergeants Alvan Kilgore, - 63rd Air Base 
Group, Brooks Field, Texas; Chauncey L. Anderson, 
end Staff Squadron, Bolling Field, D.C., and David 
T. Murphy, 43rd Bombardment Squadron, ‘GHQ Air Force, 
MacDill Field, Fla.,- were appointed Warrant Officers 
in the U.S. Army, effective January 14,:1941. They 
were assigned to duty at Randolph Field, Texas; 
Orlando Air Base, Fla., and MacDill Field, Fla., 
respectively. Bet y 


Lieut. Colonel Idwal H, Edwards, Air Corps, was 
appointed Colonel (Temp.) with rank from ame 
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Special Orders of the War Department, recently is- 
sued, amnounced the temporary appointment in the Army 
of the United States to the rank of Brigadier General 
from January 29, 1941, of Lieut. Colonel Junius W, 
Jones (Air Corps) Inspector General's Department 
(Colonel, Air Corps), and Lieut. Colonel George C. 
Kemey, Air Corps. 


The following-named Air Corps officers holding the 
rank of Lieut. Colonel (Temporary), were appointed to 
the grade of Lieut. Colonel, Regular Army, with rank 
from February 4, 19413 

Ralph B. Walker 

Clarence B. Lober 

John K, Cannon Alvan C. Kincaid 

Arthur J. Melanson Qmer 0. Niergarth 

ao Oe 


Theodore J, Koenig 
Grandison Gardner 





Ge 
Captain Floyd A. Lundell, 


Brown, ey 
To Chanute Field Tll.s. 


from an- School o ronautics, Tulsa, Okla. 
To China: Captain Horace Greeley, from 
the pp or duty as Assistant Military At- 


tache and Assistant Military Attache for Air. 


To Fort an wate ae Wash.; Major 
Walter B. Hough, from ug las, » for duty at 


Headquarters Northwest Air District. 


To paeney Field, Va.; Captain Ford L. Fair, from 
Fort Ky. 


To Maxwell Field, Ala.:; Captain John R. Skeldon, 


from Yangley Field. Va. 


3 Liews. Colonel Ennis C, White- 
head Ree Staff Corps); relieved from detail as a 
member of the War Department General Staff. 

To Pasadena, Calif.; Captains Milton W. Arnold, 
gromYelly Field. Teses; Harold 1. Smith, from March 
Field, Calif.; John B. Ackerman, from Chanute Field, 
Ill.,- and Don Z. Zimmerman, from U.S. Military Aca- 
demy, West Point, N.¥., for duty as students to pu 
sue course of instruction in long range forecasting 
at the California Institute of Technology. 


To Randolph Fie Texas; Major Oscar L. Beal, 
from —" Feil o wal. 
et Captain auorey K. Dodson, from 

an ment, for duty at Advanced Flying 

School. 
* To cietaen teh D.C.: Major Clifford P. Bradley, 
from duty zed Reserves, Seattle, Wash., 
for duty in Office of the Chief of the Air Corps; 
Majors Charles Y. Banfill, on duty with the Engineer 
Board, Fort Belvoir, Va., and Jack C. Hodgson, from 
Langley Field, Va., detailed as members of the Gener- 
al Staff and assigned to the Wer Department General 


Staff. 


CANAL ZONE OFFICERS INSTRUCTED IN NAVAL OPERATIONS 


The officers of the Panama Canal Department Air 
Force recently completed a lecture course of instruc- 
tion in Naval Operations. The lectures were given. 
at Albrook Field by Captain A.S. Hickey, U.S. Navy, 
Chief of Staff of the 15th Naval District, based at 
Pename., 

- The course was based on the Syllabus of Instruction 
for ‘the Naval Operations course formerly conducted 
at’ the Air Corps Tactical School, 
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GRADUATES FROM ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL, KELLY FIELD, TEXAS 
February 7, 1941 


Overstreet, Charles S., Jr. Brewton, Ala. | Mangan, James Harrison 
Baker, Leonidas Fairfield, Ala. | Mirco, Rudolph Membielo 
Savage, Columbus Kennedy, Ala. | Keel, Henry Arthur 
Birnn, Richard Roland Maxwell Field, Hageny, Mark Conwel 
Rawlinson, Bolling Hall Millbrook, Ala. | Parks, Oattis E, 
Crist, George Harvey Bisbee, Ariz. | Carter, George Albert 
Johnson, Stanley Jo=eph Inspiration, Ariz. | Talley, Thomas Peter 
Clark, Jackson L. Phoenix, Ariz. | Glenny, Gate S. 
Henson, Lathon Eugenes Phoenix, Ariz. | Harrington, Robert Edwar 
Baird, Joe Pilcher Tempe, Ariz. | Lowe, Edmmd Alvin 
. Beal,’ Lawrence W., Tucson, Ariz. | Brown, Wallace B. 

’ Ransier, Harry DeLosse Tucson, Ariz. | Killian, Carl L. 
Sparks, Josepn Gray Tucson, Ariz. Bartlett, Frank J. 
Curl, Charles Clyde, Jr. Helena, Ark. | Hicks, Hillard Durwood 
Lund, Nicholas Horner Hot Springs , Ark. | Pagel, Donald Edward 
Hamberg, Walter, J». Lonoke, Ark. | Knapp, Ralph Leslie 
Wilkins, Charles Howard Alhambra, Calif. | Robinson, Orville Eltoa 
Eby, Wesley Pickett Altadena, Calif. | Burling, Philip Ruben 
Sault, William Edwin Ben Lomond, Calif. | Ferguson, Paul James 
Whipp e, Robert Warren Belmont, Calif. | Iumdqu.=, Gustav Edward 
Price, Cuarle Beverley Hilis, Calif. | O'Pizzi, Paul Thomas, Jr 
jrown, Howas sugene Burbank, Calif. | Warne, Gideon Willis 
Rush, Arthur Clement Burbank, Calif. | Burks, Richard W, 
Templeton, Thomas Warren Colton, Calif. | Schmidt, Ralph Lee Lyx 
Chittum, Warren Arlington, Jr. Fresno, Calif. | Lewis, Harold Edwin 
Sanierson, William Martin Fresno, Calif. | Jacobowitz, John Mathias 
Classen, Thomas Jola Glendale, Calif. | Wayne, Heath Hudson 
Salvatore, Alexander Ralph Glendale, Calif. | Crooks, William Ress 
Brady, John Franklin Hamilton Field, Calif. | MacArthur, Donald, Jr 
Briggs, James Denison Yamilton Field, Calif. | Youaggten, Paul Rober’ 
Galliexns, Winfrei Hugh © Huntington Beach, Calif. | Beery, Harold F. 
Graham, Owen R. 5, Long Beach, Cali’. | Hesselbarth, John Emme‘ 
Kelleher, Welliam F. Long Beach, Calif. | Meier, Joseph Eugene 
‘Attle, Jack Merwin long Beach, Calif. | Cables, James Russell 
Epperson, Elmer Harrison Los Angeles, Calif. | Nesselrode, Clifford C., Jr. 
Phenis, Allen Car] Los Angeles, Calif. | Breidenthal, Robert EZ. 
Smith, Donald Thorpe Los Angeies, Calif. | Young, George Addison 
‘an Horne, James Herbert los Angeles, Calif. | Julienne, Paul Sebastian, Jr. 
Younker, Earl Jaye Los Angeles, Calif. | Galbreath, Samel Cairnes 
Adams, Homer Eschal Moffett Field, Calif. | Beth, Warren A. 
Torgerson, Vernon Dorian Moffett Field, Calif. | Simpson, Charles Phillip 
Beales, Frank H. Mountain View, Caliz, | Lombard, John Darr 
Pope, Francis Joseph Oakland, Calif. | Chipman, George Hardy 
Epperson, Paul Leonard Pasadena, Calif. | Stephenson, Gilbert Leon 
Reid, Richard Stetsen Pasadena, Calif. | Delaney, John Hilgers 
Svenningsen, John Riverside, Calif. | Betz, Roscoe Armstrong 
Roth, Harry Robert Sacramento Air Depot, Calif. | Dickinson, Wesley Edward 
Colley, John Thomas San Bernardino, Calif. | West, Howard Barnell 
Stafford, Robert Farrell San Francisco, Calif. | Swensen, Melvin Roy 
Price, Galen Barger Sente Barbara, Calif. | Smith, Walter Ray 
Tribbett, Everett Edward Santa Monica, Calif. | Christensen, James Sidney 
Mason, Vinéent Elmore South Gate, Calif. | Bullock, Joe R. 
Biller, John Howard Spadra, Calif. | Marshall, Roy Finley 
Hite, William Newton Stanford University, Calif. | Brunk, Allen Hendrix 
Henson, Hershel! Roy Upland, Calif. | Pelkey, Ernest Edwin 
Guillou, Alfred Victor, Jr. Van Nuys, Calif. : 
Hall, Wesley H, Sralhen, ae [oe 

. 2 
Granzow, Kent Rayburn Denver, Colo. | mesch, William APthur 
Herzberger, James Robert Denver, Colo. Marp Robert Edward 
sOrpen, Julius Harry F Denver, Colo. | Hulett; Elroy Manker 
McKenney, Ezra W. Lowry Field, Colo. | Shelden, Harold Jay, Jr. 
Mellon, Archie Milliken, Colo. Croteau, Hubert Pierre 
Wood, Everett Austin, Jr. Trinidad, Colo. | Terrett, Luther Clempit 
David, Robert G. Jacksonville, Fla. | Fletcher, Robert K. 
Hamilton, Jack Gleaton Gainesville, Fla. | Clark, Glen W. 
Langberg, Maurice K. Jensen, Fla. | Stover, Robert Arthur 
Gardner, Gordon Woodrow Lutz, Fla. | Bradford, Dana William 
Denton, Velpeau Curtis Pahokee, Fla. } Noriega, Virgil 
“n= 


Tampa, Fla. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Umatilla, Fla. 
Atlanta, Ge. 


Atlanta, Ga. 
Columbus, Ga. 
Smyrna, Ga. 


Lewiston, 
Lewiston, 
MacGregor, 
Moscow, 

5t. Maries, 
Sandpoint, 


Sua Valley, 1 


Aurora, 
andinsvidle, 
Chicago, 


Chicago, | 


Chicago, 
Chicago, 
Chicago, 
Elburn, 

7Len Zilyn, 
‘eenville, 
Marseilles, 
Streator, 
Yorkvidle, 

4 coming ton, 


Ames, 


Boone, 
Salem, 
Avilene, 
Ciay Center, 
Concordia, 
Kansas City, 
Topeka, 
Wellington, 


Idaho 


Towa 

lowa 
Kans. 
Kans. 
Kans. 
Kans. 
Kans. 
Kans. 


New Orleans, La. 
Rocks, Mi. 


Ana Arbor, 
Eaton Rapids, 
Ionia, 
Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo, 
slfridge Field, 
Springport, 
Dilworth, 
Excelsior, 
Minneapolis, 
St. Paul, 
Twin Valley, 
University, 


mM 


Mich. 
Mich. 
Mich. 
Mich. 
Mich. 
Mich. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Minn, 
Minn. 
Minn, 
Minn, 
Miss. 


Clayton, Mo. 


Columbia, 
Columbia, 


St. Lowis 


Webb City, 


Alzada, 
Arlee, 
Billings, 
Helena, 
Missoula, 
Missoula, 
Townsend, 
Omaha, 
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Joseph, 


Mo, 
Mo. 


o he. 


Mont. 
Mont. 


Mont. 


Mont. 


Mont. 
Mont. 


Mont. 
Nebr. 








Wolf, Harold Joseph 
Sally, Williem Albert 
Atwater, Alfred Sidney, Jr. 
Nowell, Robert Bolling 
Easton, James Leroy 

Rowe, Paul Robert 

Binkley, Donald R. 
Timlin, Francis Eugene 
Davie, Charles Norman 
Luther, William Elsie 
Smith, Frank Lewis, Jr. 
Henderson, David Louis 
Richards, Edmund Burke 
Burns, John Patterson 
Wiand>, William Joseph 
Watsou, Ralph James 
Murray, Charles Edward 
Smith, Robert Eugene 
Muhlenberg, David Dorrington 
Payne, James Osborn 
Unrue, Howard E., Jr. 
Bergamyer, Roland Wilson 
Danner, Carl Edwin, Jr. 
Weaver, Douglas Charles 
Enzgeman, Charles Thoms 
Mehn, John Henry 

Smith, Same] Richard, Jr. 
Maxwell, Wilton B. 

Mays, Ivan Kenneth 

Brown, Paul Eugene 
»chndraw, Lawrence Nelson 
3+ rader, Noel Ross 
Rousek, Jay Phillip 

vee, Jay Smith 

Schofield, Martin Benjamin 
wiles, Janes Bugene, Jr. 
Coggeshall, Robert Dwight 
Wartin, Clarence A. 

Hale, Russell D. 

Wienert, John Conn 
Richens, Kent J. 

Good, Donald Edward 
Taylor, Tom Howard 
Carroli, Glenn Howard 
Grimm, Joseph Sasek 
Hayes, Thomas Lloyd 
Mulligan, Martin Doyle : 
Robinson, Robert Wheatley 
Knight, Charles Craig 
Kilgore, Carey Rogers, Jr. 
Patterson, Arthur Knox 
Gladddn, William Ross 
Hays, Ned Sprunt 

Brady, Henry Grady, Jr. 
Dreisbach, Lauren Dwight 


Heinitsh, Reginald Davies, Jr. 


Willis, Milton Dean 
Chick, Warren Blakley 
Albaugh, John Ewing 
Hovik, Clifford Selmer 


GRADUATES FROM ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL, MAXWELL FIELD, ALABAMA 
February 7, 


Hearn, Robert Anderson, Jr. 
Harris, William G.a. 

Sens, Johr. Michael 

Rogers, Derrol Wilson 
Blakeslee, John William 
Smith, Raymond Miller 


Lincoln, Netr. 


Durham, N.C. | Townsend, Edwin Cole 
Granite Falls, N.C. | Parker, Francis Thoms 
Raleigh, N.C. | Cox, Francis M. 
Buffalo, N.D. | House, Gale Woodrow 
Fargo, N.D. | Bailey, James Edmmd, Jr. 
Parshall, N.D. | Hall, James Newton 
Scranton, N.D. | Brandon, William Harold 
Rutherford, N.J. | Russell, Bedford Eldon 
Albuquerque, N.M. | Propst, John Robert 
Roswell, N.M. | Merritt, Kenneth Taylor 
Silver City, N.M. | Woodward, Valin Ridge 
Stanley, N.M. | McCuistion, Benjamin Floyd 
Akron, Ohio | Smith, Herber+ Everitt, Jr. 
Akron, Ohio | Ahrens, Marvin Henry 
Centerburg, Ohio | Braswell, Daniel Emest 
Cincinnati, Ohio | Corley, Quentin Durward, Jr. 
Cincinnat:, Ohio | Neal, Van Edgar 
Columbus, Ohio | Rose, Henry John 
Columbus, Ohis | Montgomery, Charles Arthur, Jr. 
Ironton, Ohio | Webb, Dallas Woodrow 
Lockland, Ohic | Grumbles, Wilbur John 
Marion, Ohio | Redd, Raymond Joseph 
Miamisburg, Ohio | Perrin, Charles Irvin 
Rocky River, Ohio | Marshall, Bert Wyler 
Tolede, Ohic |Tarbexr, Elmer lois 
Tulsa, Okla./ Dallas, Frederick Wm, Jr. 
Atoka, Okla.| Strauss, Joseph David 
Balko, Okla.|Gray, Robert Manning 
Commerce, Okla.| Jackson, Robert LeRoy 
Enid, Okla.| Couch, John Pinkney 
Homestead, Okla.| Hicks, Doyle 
Muskogee, Okla./ Melton, William Curtis, Jr. 
Norman, Okla.| Larkin, Joe Mac, Jr. 
Oklahoma City, Okla.) Hopkins, James Iredell, Jr. 
Sapulpa, Okla.|Gager, Mortimer Dahlgren, Jr. 
Tulsa, Okla.| Walles, Wade Clarence, Jr. 
Waurika, Okla.| Penix, Guymon 
Wewoka, Okla.) Gonzales, Horace Roger 
Airlie, Ore. |Keete-, John Jefferson, Jr. 
Corvallis, Ore. | Rice, Arthur T. 
Eugene, Ore. Dayhuf?, Harry James 
‘Eugene, Ore. | Burgess, Merlin Karl 
Gresham, Ore. | Chamberlin, William LeGrande 
Portland, Ore. | Keele, Ralph B. - 
Portland, Ore. | Snow, Paul Homer 
Portland, Ore. | Walker, Leland Arthur, Jr. 
Portland, Ore. | Cowart, Wm. Slater, Jr. 
Upper Darby, Pa. | Beaty, Shermen Randolph, Jr. 
Bishopville, S.C. | Nuttall, Alfred Charles 
Charleston, S.C. | Brooks, Harold Weldon 
Chester, S.C. |McElhoe, George Charles 
Clinton, S.C. | Chatterton, David H. 
Columbia, S.C. | Roberts, Eugene Paul 
Columbia, S.C. | Brown, Harvey N. 
Columbia, S.C. |Hoy, William Astor, Jr. 
Spartanburg, S.C. | Swanson, Darwin Earl 
Union, S.C. | Lemke, Theodore Julius 
Brookings, $.D. | Larson, Charles Werner 
Brookings, S.D. I Keyes, Milton E. 
: we eee 


Brinkley, Ark. 
Fort Scott, Calif. 


Hartford, 
New Britain, 


Conn. 
Conn. 


North Haven, Conn. 


Stanford, 


Conn. 











Schroeder, Allen Wayne 


1941 


Nash, Lloyd W. 

Tingle, Alvin Orlando 
Hudson, Roland Lee 
Kerry, Richard John 
Bing, Andrew Jaekson 
Schofield, Earl Spikes 
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Aberdeen, S.D. 
Brookings, S.D. 
Deadwood, S.D. 
Platte, S.D. 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 


Clarksville, 
Martin, 
Nashville, 
Abilene, 
Amarillo, 
Arlington, 
Arlington, 
Beaumont, 

Big Lake, 
Kingsville, 
Dallas, 
Dallas, 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, 
Denton, 
Denton, 

Eden, 7 

El Paso, 
Georgetown, 
Greenville, 
Higgins, 
Houston, 
Houston, 
Killeen, 
Lubbock, 
NcKinnev, 
Medicine Mound, 
Mt, Pleasant, 
Odessa. 
Palestine, 
Port Arthur, 
Port Neches, 
Randolph Field, 
San Antonio, 
Throckmorton, 
Farmington, 
Ogden, 
Roosevelt, 
Lake City, 
Take City, 
Lake City, 
Take City, Utah 
Cowart, Va. 
Hoquiam, Wash. 
Montesano, Wash. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Snoqualmie Falls, Wash. 
Spokane, Wash. 
Spokane, Wash. 

Almond, Wisc. 
Land-0'=Lakes, Wisc. 
Mineral Point, Wisc. 
Mattoon, Wisc. 
Wonewoc, Wisc. 
Newcastle, Wyo. 


Tenn. 


Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Utah 
Utah 
Utah 
Utah 
Utah 
Utah 


Salt 
Salt 
Salt 
Salt 


Westport, Comn. 
Frankford, Del. 
Laurel, Del. 
Sarasota, Fla. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Belleville, I1l. 
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Barrett, Fred Hannington 


Callison, Russell Lee East St. Louis, I11l. 
Duket, Gerald Ronald Chicago, I11l. 
Frizen, John Edward Chicago, I11. 
Kohlwes, James Grant Chicago, Ill. 
Miller, John Forrest Rockford, T11. 
Moore, Charles Edwin East Chicago, Ind. 
Hauprich, Leonard Matthew Gary, Ind. 
Ingram, Virgil, Jr. Greenville, Ind. 
Morris, William Wallace, Jr. Indianapolis, Ind. 
Patrick, Merrill Francis Indianapolis, Ind. 
Williams, George Kenneth Indianapolis, Ind. 
Powers, Robert Bruce Muncie, Ind. 
Persinger, Thomas Earl Seymour, Ind. 
Wood, Keith Samuel Alden, Iowa 
Countryman, Dayton W. Kingsley, Iowa 
McCracken, Murro Alvin Manilla, Iowa 
Humphrey, Donald James Postville, Iowa 
' Von Arb, George William, Jr. Ottawa, Kans. 
Brown, Richard Lee Cynthiana, Ky. 
Wallis, Edward Bullock Lexington, Ky. 
Stinson, Robert G. London, Ky. 
Gardner, Frank Stanley Louisville, Ky. 
Potter, Kenneth Hiram Gardiner, Me. 


Warren, Me. 


Rogers, James Woodrow 
Spawn, Douglas Wilson 
Hall, Robert Turnbull, Jr. 
Schindler, Andrew R, 
Ashby, William Kenneth 
Giblin, Richard B, 
Kutschera, Walter F. 
Kneeland, Herbert Durward, Jr. 
Culver, Daniel Emery, Jr. 
Guay, Robert Edward 

Waslenko, Michael, Jr. 
Butler, Fenton Harris 

Gwynn, Harold Frank 


Hempstead, LI. Py ‘N.Y. 
Johnstown, N.Y. 


LeRoy, N.Y. 


Mitchel Field, L. I.o N.Y. 


Buffalo, N.Y. 


New York, N.Y. 
New York, N.Y. 


Rochester, N.Y. 


Warwick, N.Y, 


Whitehall, N.Y. 


Yonkers, N.Y. 


Elizabeth City, N.C. 
Leaksville, N.C. 


Murray, James Lore Newton, N.C. 
Merkel, Howard W. Tulsa, Okla. 
Shoup, Harry Wesley Bessemer, Pa. 
Brandt, Gordon Lewis Bethlehem, Pa. 


Dollenberg, Fred Paul 


Bustletown, Pa. 








Walker, William George, Jr. Arlington, Mass. 
Cross, Adelbert DeHart Longmeadow, Mass. 
Shedden, Richard A.B. Concord, Mass. 
Cullen, Arthur Vincent, Jr. Forest Hills, Mass. 
Butman, Paul Milton Waltham, Mass, 
McCafferty, George 0. Worcester, Mass. 
May, Richard Henry Battle Creek, Mich. 
Powell, Charles Edward, Jr. Sunflower, Miss. 
Grable, Francis Lorenz WNorborne, Mo. 
Burrell, Harry Rice Omaha, Nebr. 
Tudor, David Beemer Omaha, Nebr. 
Whiting, Samuel Wilton, N.H. 
Dorn, Wilfred. Charles Cranford, N.J. 
Ulichny, Robert Willian Irvington, N.d. 
Geyer, Leonard Tony Jersey City, N.d. 


Hoey, Charles Joseph 
Stone, James J, ° 

Elliott, Frank Bower 
Brennan, John Joseph, Jr. 
Seubert, Herbert Louis 
Harrington, Earl James 


-Riverton, 


North Arlington, N.J. 
Plainfield, N.J. 


N.J. 


Albany, N.Y. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Cambridge, N.Y. 


lynch, Thomas Joseph Pa. 
Klingensmith, Kenneth Kay Cheswick, Pa. 
Ziegler, Jean Leroy Endeavor, Pa. 
Davis, Emmett Patterson Library, Pa. 
Smith, Milton Meryl North East, Pa 
Tit@¥erald, Robert JUBAson Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Gibson, James Al Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Smi fff, Hermezi Fount Port Matilda, Pa. 
Thomas, Frank L. Wilkinsburg, Pa. 
Wilson, Charles Ervin Windber, Pa. 
Houseal, Donald Edwin York, Pa. 
Robinson, James Dallas C. Narragansett, R.I. 
Griffith, Charles Edwin Providence, R.I,. 
™ Rawlep White ~ Charleston, S.C. 
shess, Gus John Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Boswell, Irving Ward Arlington, Va. 
Towles, Clarence Spottswood, Jr. Reedsville, Va. 
Jones, Robert Randolph Richmond, Va. 
Hatfield, Douglas Hampton Shenandoah, Va. 


Koch, William P. Burlington, Vt. 


Zambon, Louis B, South Ryegate, Vt. 
Poage, Oren James Huntington, W.Va. 
Conaway. “oy H. Morgantown, W.Va. 


Cuba City, Wisc. 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 
Fort Shafter, T.H. 


Hahn, Russell Henry 
Weldon, Thomas Franklin, Jr. 





It will be noted from the above list of stidents 


graduating as pilots on February 7, 1941, that t 
Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, is 
credited with 255, and the Advanced Flying Schoo 


he 


1 at 


Maxwell Field, Ala., with 10], making a grand t¢tal 
of 356 who, on the day following their graduation, 
were commissidned second lieutenants in the Air Re- 


serve and asSigned to extended active duty with 
Air Corps. 


the 


Among these graduates, California has the largest 
representation of any other State in the Union with 
her total of 40, and is followed by her customary 


closest rival, Texas, with 32. 


Other States cre- 


dited with five or more students in the two classes 


combined are Illinois with 19; Pennsylvania, 15; 
New York and Oklahoma, 14 each; Ohio, 13; South 


Carolina, 10;-Florida, Indiana, Missouri and Oregon, 


9 each; Arizona and Michigan, 8 each; Coheuniee 
Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Montana, New Jersey, Sout 
Dakota, Utah and Wisconsin, 7 each; Massachiset 
and Washington, 6 each; Alabama, Connecticut, 
Georgia,. Minnesota and Virginia, 5 each. 


ts 


Among the cities represented in the two graduating 
classes, Chicago, I1l., leads with 8, followed by 


Los Angeles, Calif., with 53 Portland, Oregon; 
Dalles, Texas, and Salt Lake City, Utah, with 4 each; 
Tucson, Arizona; Long Beach, Calif.3 Denver, Colo.; 
Columbia, S.C.; Indianapolis, Ind., and Omaha, Nebr., 
with 3 each, | Bite 
Save for the States and cities mentioned, no other 
State is ‘represented by more than 4 students and no 
other city by more than 2 students. 
- ~--c00--= ¥ 


NEW TRAINING SCHOOL AT LaGUARDIA AIRPORT 


An announcement by the War Department on February 
14th was to the effect that a training school for 
airplane and engine mechanics was established at the 
LaGuardia Airport, New York, with enlisted men of the 
Air Corps as students. 

- Operated. by the Academy of Aeronautics, Inc., of 
New York, the schocl is the fifteenth such civilian 
agency to be designated by the Army to train enlisted 
Air Corps mechanics. Approximately 300 students will 
be admitted for training at this school before June 
30, 194]. The 24 weeks’ course has already started. 
One class of 25 men will enter every two weeks until 
the full enrollment of 300 is reached. > 
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“FLYING FORTRESS" LANDS ON ICE 





In past years, Army Air Corps pilots have dropped 
from their planes food, medical supplies, clothing, 
etc., to afford relief to sufferers in various lo- 
calities who were lacking the necessities of life 
through being isolated from surrounding commmities 
by reason of unusually severe weather conditions or 
through floods, earthquakes, or other unusual cir 
cumstances when the conventional means of transpor- 
tetion proved unequal to cope with the emergency. 

Just recently, the Air Corps performed the unusual 
mission of dropping food to Alaskan dog teams. A 
B-17 “Flying Fortress" took off from the Air Corps 
Cold Weather Experimental Station at Ladd Field, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, and headed south for Burwash 
Landing, some 365 miles distant, carrying a cargo 
of 600 pounds of dried salmon. This official dog 
food for the Alaskan Malmuts was to be supplied to 
ten teams of four dogs each (40 in all) which were 
enroute from Chilkoot Barracks to Ladd Field, and 
was to be dropped along the route the dogs were 
scheduled to follow in their long trek. 

This trip, wiique in a number of ways, marked the 
first time an Army airplane was utilized on a mis- 
sion of this kind. According to the News Letter 
Correspondent, the B-l17? Bomber was the first air- 
plane of its size ever to attempt a wheel landing on 
the glare ice of the far north. It was a case of 
the newest going to the aid of the oldest form of 
transportation in the frozen north. The Correspond- 
ent adds that “the exnloit of the B-17 in landing on 
the ice proves that, under certain conditions, a 
great number of the lakes in the Far North can be 
used for possible landing fields, even in instances 
involving very large airplanes of-the heavy bombard- 
ment type.” 

Major Dale V. Gaffney, Commanding Officer of Ladd 
Field, was pilot on the trip. Captain Richard S. 
Freeman, who subsequently lost his life in a crash 
near Lovelock, Nevada, was the co-pilot. Other mem 
bers of the crew were Lieut. Ancil D. Baker, naviga- 
tor; Tech. Sgt. K.H. Gilreath, engineer; Staff Sgts. 
C.V Hunter, R.R. Gore, M.H. Baldwin, Sgt. F.C. 
Wjidden and Cpl. G.H. Polett. 
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DEATH OF CRASH VICTIMS MOURNED BY 36TH SQUADRON 
By theLowry Field Correspondent 


The crash of a Bel7B “Flying Fortress near Love- 
lock, Nevada, on the morning of February 6, 1941, 
carrying two officers and six enlisted men to their 
deaths, trought deep sorrow to the officers and en- 
listed men of the 36th Bombardment Squadron at 
Lowry Field, Colo. 

Commanded by Captain Richard S. Freeman, pilot, 
the plane was on the last stage of its flight from 
Ladd Field, Fairbanks, Alaska, to Wright Field,Ohio, 
when word was received that it had crashed into the 
side of Ragged Top Mountain, near Lovelock. Notifi- 
cation of the crash was received at Lowry Field at 
1:30 p.m. (MST), a few minutes after the plane had 
been scheduled to land there for refueling and a 
brief stopover at the field where all of the men, 
except one, previously had been stationed with the 
36th Bombardment Squadron. 

In addition to Captain Freeman, the crew included 
lst Lieut. Edward W. Ketcham, co-pilot; Tech. Sgt. 


Kay H. Gilreath, flight engineer; Staff Sgt. Everett | 


Crabb, passenger; Sgts. Elmer S. Trainer, mechanic; 
Joseph P. Davies, assistant flight engineer; Frank 
C. Whidden, radio operator, and Pvt. Charles E, - 


Applegate, assistant radio operator, of Canon City, 
Colo. 

Captain Freeman and the other members of the 36th 
Squadron on detached service at Ladd Field, were the 
advance contingent of men selected for their experi- 
ence and ability to experiment in cold weather tests 
and to aid in setting up facilities for the effici- 
ent handling of a squadron of Bel? planes in the far 
north country. The remainder of the 36th Squadron is 
under orders to proceed to Elmendorf Field, Anchorage, 
Alaska, sometime in the near future. 

Referring to the deceased airmen, Major William 0. 
Fareckson, commanding the 36th, stateds “They were 
selected for their special duty because of their ex- 
perience and ability to perform the tasks that they 
might meet in Alaskan Territory. I knew Captain 
Freeman intimately and had the utmost confidence in 
his ability both as a pilot and as a Commanding 
Officer. It is my personal belief that personal er- 
ror was not the cause of this most sorrowful accident. 
Captain Freeman and the men under his command have 
done much to further the cause of military aviation 
and to imsure the safe and efficient operation of 
aircraft of this type in the Alaskan Territory. 

“Qn behalf of the officers and enlisted men of the 
36th Bombardment Squadron, I extend my sincere sympa- 
thy to the bereaved families of these men who have 
died in the line of duty.” 

Captain Freeman attended Notre Dame University and 
graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, N.Y., before entering the Air Corps Training 
Center. He was an experienced pilot of multi-engined 
ships and had earned the reputation of being a 
“high altitude” pilot. Among the notable flights 
credited to Captain Freemen were the mass "Good Will” 
flight of B-17"s to South America a few years ago, 
and the record flight from March Field, Calif., to 
Miami, Fla., and return, He was promoted to Captain 
in April, 1940. He joined the 36th Squadron shortly 
after its activation in February of last year. At 
the time of the fatal crash, he had over 6,000 hours 
in the air. He was one of the first Army pilots to 
fly non-stop from McChord Field, Wash., to Fairbanks, 
Alaska, in a Bel7R, and he was the first pilot to 
land this type of plane in Alaska. 

Captain Freeman is survived by his wife and 
daughter who reside in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Lieut. Ketcham was a native of North Dakota. He 
was a pilot in his own right, and was serving as co- 
pilot and navigator on the ill-fated flight. He 
graduated from the Air Corps Training Center in 1939, 
and joined the 36th Squadron in July, 1940. He is 
survived by his wife and son, who reside in River- 
side, Calif. 

Tech. Sgt. Gilreath hailed from Riverside, Calif.; 
Staff Sgt. Crabb, from Harrisburg, I1l.; Sgts. 
Trainer, from San Jose, Calif.; Davies, from Dayton, 
Ohio; Whidden from Haines City, Fla., and Private 
Applegate from Canon City, Colo. 
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A CORRECTION 


In the January 15, 1941, issue of the Air Corps 
News Letter, wherein appreciation was expressed to 
Mr. Henry Clark, of New York City, who drew the cover 
page for that issue, it was erroneously stated that 
he is associated with the Craft Art Company. As a 
matter of fact, Mr. Clark is strictly "on his ow." 

2-008 

Appreciation is ressed to Wm. Taylor, 9th Air 

Base Group, Moffett Field, Calif., who drew the cover 


page featuring this issue of the New Letter. 
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